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5. If our hearts are not right with God and we pretend by our actions that we are right with God,
    then we are hypocrites, no better than the Pharisees Jesus spoke out against.
    a. How important is the state of your heart before God? What is God encouraging you to do 
        in response to this?
    b. What can you do to ensure your life is lived by faith, free of religious ways?

APPLICATION

MY STORY

1.a. Describe your first encounter with someone religious, what happened?
   b. How would you define a “hypocrite”?
   c. How would you describe someone who is “religious”?

DEEPER

2. Why did Jesus speak against the “religious”? In what way can being “religious” often turn 
    to being “hypocrites”?

3. Read:  Matthew 6:22-23
    a. How is religious living (that Jesus spoke out against) all about the eye?
    b. How does religion corrupt the eye?
    c. How does religious thinking distort your vision?

4. Read: Read Matthew 23:1-12
    a. In what way were the Pharisees more concerned with the appearance of their deeds 
        more than the state of their hearts?
    b. Is it easy to become like the Pharisees and not “practice what we preach”? What can 
        cause believers to live like this?
    c. How is faith in Christ more about the state of your heart than what you look like to others?
    d. How do you respond to the following statement and why?
                “Living by faith is to live with humility; living by religion is steeped in pride.”
    e. How does the cross show us the way to please God?
    f.  How is the Gospel a Gospel of freedom and not of religious fear?
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