
FRIENDSHIP 
 

WEEK 1 - Loyalty 

WEEK 2 - Know Your Friends 

WEEK 3 - Our Closest Friend 

  

  

This three week series is all about friendship! What sort of friendship did Jesus 

model? How can we strive to be the kind of friend was and how can we ensure that 

we keep a strong and healthy friendship with Jesus? Through this series our prayer 

is that kids would develop a deeper level understanding for Jesus as their friend! 

  

  

Week 1 looks at the stories of two incredible friendships in the Bible - Ruth and 

Naomi, as well as David and Jonathan. Through these two friendships we see the 

core values of what holds a friendship together. Can we honestly say we are being a 

true and loyal friend or is there perhaps something we can learn these friendships? 

  

Week 2 highlights the fact that not all friendships are good. We become like the 

company we keep and if our greatest influence is worldly friends then it won’t take 

long before we fall into the same traps. Yes, we are called to love everyone but we 

need to choose which influences we allow into our lives and who we allow to shape 

us. 

  

Week 3 ends with the ultimate friend - Jesus! We see a great example of true 

friendship through the story of Peter’s denial of Jesus. Most of us would probably 

have cut the friendship off immediately but we see incredible love and grace of Jesus 

when he forgives Peter and chooses to love him despite what he did. This is the love 

Jesus exemplifies for us. In order to be a friend like Jesus we need to ensure our 

friendship with Him is solid. Can we truly say Jesus is our best friend? 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 1 

Media Clip  

Story Loyal Friends - The stories of Naomi and David. 

Scripture Proverbs 18:24  
Characters Talk Show Host, Naomi & David 

  

Host: Good morning everyone! I’d like to begin by asking who of you have a best 

friend? Best friends are great! You get to do everything with them! What’s your 

favourite thing to do with your best friend?  

Today, I’m here with two people who both have really great best friends! I’d like you 

to meet Naomi and David.  

  

Who here remembers the story of Ruth in the Bible? Well, Naomi is Ruth’s mother-

in-law! That means that Ruth was married to Naomi’s son. You might have heard 

some scary stories when people talk about mother-in-laws, but this story was very 

different there was an incredible friendship between Ruth and Naomi. 

  

Let’s not forget David - you all remember King David? Well, here he is! Before he 

was King, he played the harp for King Saul but as he became more and more loved 

by the people of Israel, Saul became jealous and was determined to murder him. But 

get this, David was best friends with Saul’s son; Jonathan! But for now, let’s hear 

from Naomi. 

  

Host: Naomi, so good to have you here! Could you tell everyone here about the 

beautiful friendship you and Ruth share? 

  

Naomi: Let’s go back to the beginning shall we? I lived in a place called Moab with 

my husband and two sons. After some time my husband died but I still had my two 

sons. They both got married - one to Ruth and another to Orpah - but after about 10 

years they also died. But at least I still had their wives to keep me from being alone! 

  

Host: What did the wives do after their husbands died? 

  

Naomi: Well I went to them and told them that I was going to go back to where I 

used to live before I moved to Moab and told them that they too should go back to 

their families where they used to live. 

  

 

 

 



Host: But from what I’ve heard it didn’t turn out quite like that? 

  

Naomi: (Giggles) No, Orpah was a bit reluctant at first but after some convincing she 

went back to her family. Ruth however was a different story - no matter what I told 

her she refused to leave me. Her words to me where “Where you I will go, and where 

you stay I will stay. Your friends will be my friends and your God will be my God.”  

  

Host: And so Ruth went back to Bethlehem with you?? 

  

Naomi: She did indeed! I would never have made the journey alone but Ruth didn’t 

expect anything in return, she just wanted to help me. 

  

Host: That’s an incredible friendship! Now David, tell me about Jonathan - wasn’t it a 

tricky friendship since his dad was out to murder you? 

  

David: That’s the crazy thing - Jonathan had my back through everything. If it wasn’t 

for him I would have been dead long ago! 

  

Host: Tell us a story about you and David? I know there are many but pick one that 

really shows the strength of your friendship? 

  

David: Apart from the countless times Jonathan stepped in for me and stopped his 

dad from killing me, there was one occasion I’ll never forget. Saul invited me to a 

feast but I knew it was just so that he could kill me so there was no way I was going. 

Jonathan and I made an agreement - When his father asked where I was at the 

feast, his response would tell us if he really wanted me there or if he was actually out 

to kill me. During the feast, I hid out in a field and waited for Jonathan. Jonathan 

would shoot three arrows to the side of the rocks I was hiding behind. If he said to 

his servant, “Take the arrows” then I would know it’s safe to come out of hiding but if 

he told his servant boy that the arrows are beyond him then I would know that I 

should run away because Saul did in fact want to kill me. 

  

Host: Wow! Those are definitely two incredible stories of friendship. Thank you 

Naomi and David for sharing your stories with us. It’s definitely a huge 

encouragement to all of us about the true value of friendship! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Week 2 

Media Clip  

Story Choosing Friends Object Lesson 

Scripture Proverbs 13:20 
Characters Narrator 

  

What you need: 

-Pre-cooked pasta to fill four small bowls. 

-Three different colours of food colouring 

-A jug of water 

-A spoon 

  

-Set out your bowls of pasta. The noodles represent people/friends. 

-These 4 bowls of water represent different interests people may have.  

(Eg: video games and movies, sports, games, church) 

-Chat about the fact that we often make friends based on having similar interests as 

they do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Ask the kids what happens when a person or two in our group of friends start to 

make bad choices? 

-Drop a few drops of blue food colouring in one bowl Maybe the friends in that group 

started using bad language or even started gossiping?  

Before long these choices started to affect, or change the character of each of the 

friends in the group.  

-Maybe you never used to gossip or use bad language but because your friends 

started you possibly slipped up every now and then? Before long, we too can start to 

get stained from the bad choices being made in this group. 

  

  

  

 

 

 



-Next, ask the kids who likes video games? 

-Maybe you have friends who love video games? Maybe the games they play are 

violent and don’t have the best morals?  

-Add some green drops of food colouring. 

-What do you think will happen if we spend all our time with them playing their 

games? 

 

  

  

  

  

  

-Maybe a group of friends are into having boyfriends or girlfriends? 

-Drop some red food colouring into the bowl. 

-Soon you’ll start thinking like them and doing what they do. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

-Take the last bowl of the clean noodles. These are the friends with the good 

influence. They are the friends that have chosen not allow these bad choices to 

define them. When we spend time with those kind of friends, we’re influenced in the 

right way and we stay away from the influences of bad choices. 

  

-Chat with them about the fact that we are the ones called to be the good influence in 

the lives of our friends who are not living a life that is pleasing to God. But, we are 

not very effective when we jump straight in with them and get caught up with what 

they’re doing. We are most effective when our greatest influence comes from our 

friends who are living good Christian lives and together we reach out to help those 

who are lost and who need the love of Jesus. 

  

-Pray with the kids that they would be the good influence amongst their friends and 

pray for those who have been badly influenced and want to change. 

  

 

 

 



Week 3 

Media Clip  

Story The Ultimate Friend 

Scripture John 15:15  
Characters Narrator 

  

Did you know that Jesus wants to be our Best Friend? We praise Him and serve 

Him, but friendship is what He wants most of all. Today we’re going to meet a guy 

named Peter - let’s take a look at his story: 

  

Peter was one of Jesus' closest friends and disciples. He was the guy who walked 

on water with Jesus and was also cut off a guard’s ear when they arrested Jesus. 

The craziest part was when Jesus warned Peter that he’d deny Him. Peter said he’d 

never deny being a friend of Jesus, but on the night that Jesus was arrested Peter 

broke that promise. In fact he broke it more than once. Let’s recap what happened… 

  

The night before Jesus was crucified; the Roman soldiers came to arrest him. When 

he was taken away, the disciples ran off and Peter went to sit where he could watch 

where they’d taken Jesus. Peter was afraid and confused. He lied when a woman 

asked him if he was one of the men with Jesus. He said he didn’t even know who 

Jesus was. Later someone else asked him if he was with Jesus, but Peter again said 

he was not. The third time Peter denied knowing Jesus, a rooster crowed. Then 

Jesus turned and with a hurtful heart, looked at Peter. Peter remembered that Jesus 

had told him "Before a rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will have said three 

times that you do not know me." All of a sudden Peter knew what he had done. 

  

When things go wrong, we all need friends, don't we? Jesus needed friends, too but 

they all ran away. Even Peter, one of his closest friends was denying him. The 

wonderful thing is that Jesus forgave Peter and gave him a second chance. Because 

Peter was forgiven it made Peter even stronger in Loving Jesus. Peter became a 

mighty leader for Jesus Christ. Jesus will forgive you of your mistakes. He loves you 

just the way you are. He shows love, grace, mercy and friendship. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



OBJECT LESSON: Jesus is the best friend ever! 

  

Supplies: 

-Large clear cup 

-4 smaller cups 

-Honey 

-Milk 

-Dish soap 

-Vegetable oil 

 

What to do: 

-Pour a little bit of each liquid into four separate cups.  

-Each liquid represents something sinful: denying Jesus, not spending time with him, 

lying to him, not loving people like we should. 

-Now hold up the vegetable oil: This liquid represents Jesus.  

-Cup by cup, pour the vegetable oil into each container with the different liquids. 

Chat about the fact that Jesus always rises to the top. Nothing is too much for him to 

forgive - he is the ultimate friend! 

-Lastly, add all four cups of liquid into the large clear cup and watch how the oil still 

rises to the top. 

-Jesus is the best friend we could ever have! He accepts us as we are and loves us 

through the times we might not be living as we should. He builds us up and guides 

us.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



BIG GROUP GAMES 

  

WEEK 1 - MARSHAMLLOW LAUNCH 

  
-Grab some big marshmallows and give everyone one.  

-Each person tries to spit a marshmallow as far as they 

 can.  

-You can split your group up so different grades take 

 turns. 

-The only rules are that you can only use your mouth  

and you have to stay behind the line.  

-The marshmallow that travelled the farthest wins!  

  

  

  

  

  

  

WEEK 2 - BABY RATTLE 

  
-You will need 2 x 2L bottles and a whole lot of gum balls! 

-Objective: Player must shake gumballs from an empty 2-liter bottle into the other 

bottle on the bottom.  

-Select a few volunteers to try the game - the person who transfers all the gum balls 

in the fastest amount of time wins! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



WEEK 3 - YANK ME 
  

-You will need: 4 paper cups and three squares of paper per player 

-Stack cups on top of each other with paper slips in between each of them. 

-Starting from top try to yank each paper without the cup falling and destroying your 

tower.  

-The cup has to fall on another cup and then another cup and then another cup until 

there are no papers left. 

-Contestants have to do this within one minute or if more than one playing – whoever 

does this FIRST – wins!  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Week 1 - LOYALTY (0-1) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Ruth and Naomi & Daniel, Shadrach and Abednego 

Scripture: Proverbs 18:24 

Bottom Line: Friendships are important 

  

 

Activity Items Required 

Ruth, Naomi & Orpah Puzzles! 

  

-Give each child a puzzle long with 

the display piece where they will 

glue the pieces to. 

-Cut out the individual pieces of 

the puzzle and stick onto the 

display sheet to make the picture 

of one of the characters. 

-Once the character is complete, 

colour in as you like. 

-There are three puzzle options so 

let your kids choose which one 

they want. 

  

  

  

  

Colouring in & Dot to Dot: 

  

-You can use this as a kick start 

activity before the service begins. 

-Chat with them about the story of 

Ruth; see how much they know. 

 Puzzle sheet 

 Display sheet 

 Scissors & Glue 

 Colouring materials 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Colouring in picture 

 

 



 

Talk About It 

BEING THE BEST FRIEND YOU CAN BE! 

  

-What do you enjoy doing with your friends? 

(Chat with your group about the fun things they do with their friends - 

what are some things they have done with their friends that will never 

forget) 

-Do you ever fight with your friends? Why? 

-Do you find it easy or difficult to forgive your friends? 

  

Read these sections of the Bible Story:   

1 Samuel 18:1-4, 19:1-7, 20:12-42  

  

Look at the main events of the story: 

-David and Jonathan become friends. 

-King Saul (Jonathan’s father) wants to kill David. 

-Jonathan saves David from being killed by his father. 

  

-What can we learn from the story of David and Jonathan? 

-Were either of them jealous of the other? 

-Have you ever been jealous of a friend? 

  

The Bible tells us to “lay down our lives for our friends.” 

-How do we do this? 

-Does it mean we lie on the floor and let our friends walk over us? Of 

course not! 

-It means we put them first and we show them the love of Jesus by 

how we treat them! 

  

What can we do to be a good friend? 

1. LOVE your friends 

2. PRAY for them 

3. SERVE them 

4. Be a GOOD INFLUENCE to them 

5. Be KIND to your friends. 

  

-Are you all these things to your friends? How can we be the best 

friend ever? 

 



Week 1 - LOYALTY (2-3) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Ruth and Naomi & Daniel, Shadrach and Abednego 

Scripture: Proverbs 18:24 

Bottom Line: Friendships are important 

  

 

Activity Items Required 

GIRLS 

Ruth, Naomi & Orpah Puzzles! 

-Give each child a puzzle long with 

the display piece where they will 

glue the pieces to. 

-Cut out the individual pieces of 

the puzzle and stick onto the 

display sheet to make the picture 

of one of the characters. 

-Once the character is complete, 

colour in as you like. 

-There are three puzzle options so 

let your kids choose which one 

they want. 

  

GUYS 

Friendship arrows 

-Using the black cardboard, cut 

out the point and the “feathers”. 

-Stick the names “David” & 

“Jonathan” on the arrows and then 

fit them into your little brown bag. 

-Chat about the friendship 

between David and Jonathan - do 

they have a friend like that? 

 Puzzle sheet 

 Display sheet 

 Scissors & Glue 

 Colouring materials 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Popsicle Sticks 

 Black cardboard 

 Small brown paper bag 

 Brown pipe cleaner 

 Name tags.  

 

 



 

Talk About It 

BE THE BEST FRIEND YOU CAN BE! 

  

For the girls, read the story of Ruth and Naomi (Ruth chapter 1) and for 

the boys read the story of David and Jonathan (1 Samuel 18-20). 

-Chat about what we can learn from these friendships. 

  

LOVING YOUR FRIENDS IN A GODLY WAY: 

  

1. Love Your Friends 

-Romans 12:10 

-1 Peter 4:8 

-Jesus said the greatest commandment is to love: Matthew 22:37-38 --

-Practically speaking, How do we “love”? 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. 

  

2. Pray for Your Friends 

-Have you ever been in a situation when you weren't sure how to help 

a friend? 

-Philippians 1:3-4 

-Sometimes we don’t know how to help our friends but we can pray! 

  

3. Serve Your Friends 

-1 Peter 4:10 

-Jesus came to serve us: Matthew 20:28.  

-How can we serve our friends? 

-We also need to encourage our friends to serve: Hebrew 10:24 

  

4. Be a Good Influence for Your Friends 

-Do you think you’re a good influence to your friends? How and why? 

-Do your friends influence you in a good or bad way? 

-Proverbs 27:17 

-We need to lead our friends to live right and love God. 

  

5. Be kind to Your Friends 

-What does this mean to you? How do you show kindness & respect? 

-Job 6:14 

-Acts of kindness don’t always have to be big things, what small things 

can we do to show kindness to our friends? 

 



Week 1 - LOYALTY (4-5) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Ruth and Naomi & Daniel, Shadrach and Abednego 

Scripture: Proverbs 18:24 

Bottom Line: Friendships are important 

  

 

Activity Items Required 

GIRLS 

Ruth & Naomi 

-Colour in the picture of Ruth 

and Naomi. 

-Cut out the heart shape and 

stick it onto red paper. 

-Cut around the outline of the 

picture and then fold along 

the dotted line. 

-Ruth loved Naomi and 

because of it she promised to 

stay with her. 

  

GUYS 

Friendship arrows 

-Using the black cardboard, 

cut out the point and the 

“feathers”. 

-Stick the names “David” & 

“Jonathan” on the arrows and 

then fit them into your little 

brown bag. 

-Chat about the friendship 

between David and Jonathan  

 Picture 

 Red paper 

 Scissors & Glue 

 Colouring & Decorating materials 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Popsicle Sticks 

 Black cardboard 

 Small brown paper bag 

 Brown pipe cleaner 

 Name Tags 

  

 

 



 

Talk About It 

BE THE BEST FRIEND YOU CAN BE! 

  

For the girls, read the story of Ruth and Naomi (Ruth chapter 1) and for 

the boys read the story of David and Jonathan (1 Samuel 18-20). 

-Chat about what we can learn from these friendships. 

  

LOVING YOUR FRIENDS IN A GODLY WAY: 

  

1. Love Your Friends 

-Romans 12:10 

-1 Peter 4:8 

-Jesus said the greatest commandment is to love: Matthew 22:37-38 --

-Practically speaking, How do we “love”? 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. 

  

2. Pray for Your Friends 

-Have you ever been in a situation when you weren't sure how to help 

a friend? 

-Philippians 1:3-4 

-Sometimes we don’t know how to help our friends but we can pray! 

  

3. Serve Your Friends 

-1 Peter 4:10 

-Jesus came to serve us: Matthew 20:28.  

-How can we serve our friends? 

-We also need to encourage our friends to serve: Hebrew 10:24 

  

4. Be a Good Influence for Your Friends 

-Do you think you’re a good influence to your friends? How and why? 

-Do your friends influence you in a good or bad way? 

-Proverbs 27:17 

-We need to lead our friends to live right and love God. 

  

5. Be kind to Your Friends 

-What does this mean to you? How do you show kindness & respect? 

-Job 6:14 

-Acts of kindness don’t always have to be big things, what small things 

can we do to show kindness to our friends? 

 



Week 1 - LOYALTY (6-7) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Ruth and Naomi & Daniel, Shadrach and Abednego 

Scripture: Proverbs 18:24 

Bottom Line: Friendships are important 

  

 

Activity Items Required 

GIRLS 

Best Friend Bracelet 

 

-Cut out the friendship bracelet 

template. You should have two 

bracelets 

-Decorate however you like and 

write a prayer for your best friend 

on the inside of the one. 

-Keep the one and give the other 

one with the prayer to a friend. 

  

 Friendship bracelet template 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Talk About It 

THE FRIENDSHIP OF DAVID & JONATHAN (1 Samuel 18-20) 

  

Some background info: 

-They were both princes of Israel, one by birth, the other by marriage. -

They were both in line to assume the throne of Israel.  

-They were mighty men and respected by the men they led in battle.  

-Each had accomplished great feats, relying on God for victory.  

  

What we can learn from them: 

-They could have been enemies and rivals, yet they set aside jealousy, 

resentment, bitterness, competition and lust for power, choosing 

instead to become the closest of friends.  

-Have you ever grown resentful towards someone because maybe  

you thought they were better than you? 

-Have you ever been jealous of your friends? 

-They understood what it meant to lay down their lives for each other.  

-READ JOHN 15:13 “Greater love has no man than this, that a man 

lay down his life for his friends.” What does this mean? 

  

THE FRIENDSHIP OF NAOMI & RUTH (Ruth 1) 

 

Some background info: 

-Naomi was an Israelite and Ruth was a Moabite. 

-Ruth was married to Naomi’s son who passed away. 

-Ruth could have gone back to her own city when Naomi went back to 

Bethlehem but Ruth stayed loyal to Naomi and went with her. 

  

What we can learn from Ruth: 

-Ruth was loyal and selfless by putting Naomi’s needs first. 

-Ruth had compassion on Naomi and always trusted God’s plans. 

  

ARE WE A GOOD FRIEND? 

-What changes do you need to make when it comes to your friends 

and the way you treat them? 

-Maybe you have a really great friendship, what can you do to better 

that even more and show them how deeply you care for them? 

-What has stood out to you most in these two stories of friendship? 

 



Week 2 - KNOW YOUR FRIENDS (0-1) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Pharaoh’s Cup Bearer & Judas Iscariot 

Scripture: Proverbs 13:20 
Bottom Line: Be careful who your friends are  

  

 

Activity Items Required 

Joseph in Prison 

  

-Colour in and cut out the picture of 

Joseph. 

-Glue him onto your extra piece of 

paper. 

-Punch four holes above his head 

and below him. 

-Then thread wool through to create 

the prison bars. 

  

 Joseph template 

 Piece of paper 

 Punch 

 Wool/string 

 

 

 

 



 

Talk About It 

OBJECT LESSON WITH PLAYDOUGH: 

  

-Give each child in your group a blob of play dough. Ask them to 

squeeze it, roll it around, and make any shape they want to.  

-Tell your group that they are like the play dough.  

-Tell them that their hands are the people we spend time with. They can 

shape us in different ways, depending on their own shapes.  

-Let’s say you hang out with some bad friends who put pressure on you 

to do things you know are wrong. 

-Tell each child to squeeze the play dough in their hands. 

-What happened to the play dough? It got squished and wasn’t a nice 

ball of dough anymore. 

-So would you say people who put pressure on us to do bad things are 

the best to hang out with? (Probably not) 

-What happens to us when we hang with them? They mould us into 

something we shouldn’t be. 

  

-Roll the play dough into a ball again and have them do the same. 

-Let’s say your friends act “nice” but they’re not really “good” in the 

Christian way. They might be fun, but they don’t care about Jesus.  

-Make your hand weak so it hardly makes a dent in the dough.  

-These friends don’t really mould us at all - they don’t make us better. 

-Our friends should encourage us to be better in everything we do. 

  

-For the last one, tell them to swop their ball of dough with someone 

else in the circle. 

-Have them mould that piece of dough into the best shape they can. 

Tell them to take their time and to think carefully about what they are 

moulding. 

-Friends should help us to mould ourselves the way that God would,  

  

-Does this mean that we shouldn’t hang out with people who aren’t 

Christians? Of course not! 

-We’re called to love everyone, but we need to be careful who gets to 

help shape us, and everyone we hang out with will be a part of that 

“hand.”  

 

 



Week 2 - KNOW YOUR FRIENDS (2-3) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Pharaoh’s Cup Bearer & Judas Iscariot 

Scripture: Proverbs 13:20 
Bottom Line: Be careful who your friends are  

  

 

Activity Items Required 

Joseph in Prison 

  

-Colour in and cut out the picture of 

Joseph. 

-Glue him onto your extra piece of 

paper. 

-Punch four holes above his head and 

below him. 

-Then thread wool through to create 

the prison bars. 

  

 Joseph template 

 Piece of paper 

 Punch 

 Wool/string 

 

 

 



 

Talk About It 

FRENDS RUB OFF ON YOU OBJECT LESSON 

  

-Give each child in your group a piece of paper and a pencil.  

-Tell them to use the pencil to write the word “FRIENDS” in block 

letters and then colour in all the letters completely and very dark.  

-After they are finished, have them rub their fingers over the letters to 

see that the graphite from the word friends has rubbed off on them.  

  

Now read the following scripture: 

-1 CORINTHIANS 15:33 

“Do not be deceived: Bad company ruins good morals.”  

  

-What do you think this scripture means after having done the object 

lesson? 

-Do you think your friends have an influence on you and the way you 

act or don’t you think it makes a difference who you hang out with? 

-How do you think our friends can influence us in both good and bad 

ways? (They influence what clothes you wear, the type of music you 

listen to, what you believe about God, the way you treat others)  

  

HERE’S SOME NOT-SO-GOOD FRIENDS IN THE BIBLE: 

Read each story from the Bible before discussing each character. 

  

1. PHARAOH'S CUPBEARER: GENESIS 40:1-23  

-While in prison with Joseph, the two became friends. Joseph 

interpreted the cupbearer’s dream and told him that he would soon be 

freed from prison and given a new chance at life. The cup bearer 

promised to remember Joseph when he was let out but as soon as he 

got out of jail he forgot all about Joseph. 

  

2. JUDAS: MATTHEW 26:15-17  

He was the guy who claimed to be Jesus’ friend but then betrayed him 

with a kiss the night before Jesus was crucified. 

  

-What can learn from these two “bad friends”? 

-Would you consider yourself a true and loyal friend or have you at 

times acted like one of the characters spoken about above? 

 



Week 2 - KNOW YOUR FRIENDS (4-5) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Pharaoh’s Cup Bearer & Judas Iscariot 

Scripture: Proverbs 13:20 
Bottom Line: Be careful who your friends are  

  

 

Activity Items Required 

GIRLS 

-Cut out the cup wrappers.   

-Write the words, “BE CAREFUL 

WHO YOUR FRIENDS ARE” on the 

wrappers. 

-Add some extra decorations if you 

like. 

-Next, holding the wrapper against the 

cup, secure one end to the cup with a 

small piece of tape.  Then roll the 

wrapper around the cup and tape the 

other side in place.   

-Let this cup serve as a reminder of 

the story of Joseph and how the cup 

bearer didn’t keep his word like he 

said he would. 

  

GUYS 

Joseph in Prison 

-Colour in and cut out the picture of 

Joseph. 

-Glue him onto your piece of paper. 

-Punch 4 holes above and below him. 

-Then thread wool through to create 

the prison bars. 

 Wrapper template  

 Decorative materials 

 Scissors & Tape 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Joseph template 

 Piece of paper 

 Punch 

 Wool/string 

  

  

 

 



 

Talk About It 

FRENDS RUB OFF ON YOU OBJECT LESSON 

  

-Give each child in your group a piece of paper and a pencil.  

-Tell them to use the pencil to write the word “FRIENDS” in block 

letters and then colour in all the letters completely and very dark.  

-After they are finished, have them rub their fingers over the letters to 

see that the graphite from the word friends has rubbed off on them.  

  

Now read the following scripture: 

-1 CORINTHIANS 15:33 

“Do not be deceived: Bad company ruins good morals.”  

  

-What do you think this scripture means after having done the object 

lesson? 

-Do you think your friends have an influence on you and the way you 

act or don’t you think it makes a difference who you hang out with? 

-How do you think our friends can influence us in both good and bad 

ways? (They influence what clothes you wear, the type of music you 

listen to, what you believe about God, the way you treat others)  

  

HERE’S SOME NOT-SO-GOOD FRIENDS IN THE BIBLE: 

Read each story from the Bible before discussing each character. 

  

1. PHARAOH'S CUPBEARER: GENESIS 40:1-23  

-While in prison with Joseph, the two became friends. Joseph 

interpreted the cupbearer’s dream and told him that he would soon be 

freed from prison and given a new chance at life. The cup bearer 

promised to remember Joseph when he was let out but as soon as he 

got out of jail he forgot all about Joseph. 

  

2. JUDAS: MATTHEW 26:15-17  

He was the guy who claimed to be Jesus’ friend but then betrayed him 

with a kiss the night before Jesus was crucified. 

  

-What can learn from these two “bad friends”? 

-Would you consider yourself a true and loyal friend or have you at 

times acted like one of the characters spoken about above? 

 



Week 2 - KNOW YOUR FRIENDS (6-7) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Pharaoh’s Cup Bearer & Judas Iscariot 

Scripture: Proverbs 13:20 
Bottom Line: Be careful who your friends are  

  

 

Activity Items Required 

GIRLS 

  

-Cut out the cup wrappers.   

-Write the words, “BE CAREFUL 

WHO YOUR FRIENDS ARE” on 

the wrappers. 

-Add some extra decorations if 

you like. 

-Next, holding the wrapper 

against the cup, secure one end 

to the cup with a small piece of 

tape.  Then roll the wrapper 

around the cup and tape the 

other side in place.   

-Let this cup serve as a reminder 

of the story of Joseph and how 

the cup bearer didn’t keep his 

word like he said he would. 

 Wrapper template in colour. 

 Decorative materials 

 Scissors & Tape 

 Writing materials 

  

 

 

 

 



 

Talk About It 

READ THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURES AND DISCUSS: 

  

PROVERBS 13:20 

“He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools 

suffers harm”  

-To befriend foolish people will bring harm to our lives, but seeking out 

wise friends who live right will bring about blessings. 

-Does your friendship group consist of “foolish” or “wise” people?  

-How have you been influenced by different people of your friendship 

group who may not have the same morals and values as you? 

  

PROVERBS 1:10 

“If sinners entice you, do not give in to them.” 

-Sometimes sin can look fun and harmless and so we may be tempted 

to give in to friends who try persuade us to do things we shouldn’t. 

-Can you think of a time you were enticed/persuaded to do something 

you knew wasn’t the best option? 

-Encourage your group to share their stories and what they learnt. 

-Ask them to think deep and question whether they have possibly been 

the bad influence? 

  

1 CORINTHIANS 15:33 

“Do not be misled: 'Bad company corrupts good character’.”  

-What does this scripture mean to you? 

-Does it mean we only hang out with Christians? 

(We’re called to love everyone, but we need to be careful who gets to 

influence us. We become like the people we spend most of our time 

with so it’s important that our main influences come from our good 

Godly friends.)  

  

TWO NOT-SO-GOOD FRIENDS IN THE BIBLE: 

1. PHARAOH'S CUPBEARER: GENESIS 40:1-23  

2. JUDAS: MATTHEW 26:15-17  

  

-What can learn from these two “bad friends”? 

-Would you consider yourself a true and loyal friend or have you at 

times acted like one of the characters spoken about above? 

 



Week 3 - OUR CLOSEST FRIEND (0-1) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Jesus and Peter  

Scripture: John 15:15  
Bottom Line: Jesus is our closest friend 

  

 

Activity Items Required 

Friend of God hats! 

  

-Give each child one A4 

piece of blue cardboard 

and the stars template. 

-Cut the blue cardboard 

down the middle vertically 

and cut out the star 

shapes. 

-Glue the largest star in 

the middle of one of the 

bands. 

-Allow kids to decorate 

however they like.  

-Staple the bands 

together to fit each child's 

head.  

 Printable Template on yellow paper 

 Blue cardboard 

 Star Stickers 

 Stapler  

 

 

 

 



 

Talk About It 

-Who here has a best friend? 

-Why are they your best friend? 

-When did you become best friends? 

  

LET’S RECAP THE STORY: 

-Who were the two friends in the story today? (Jesus & Peter) 

-Who was Peter? (One of Jesus’ disciples) 

-What was one of the things Peter did that really hurt Jesus? (He lied 

about not knowing Jesus three times) 

-What did Jesus do when he found out one of his closest friends had 

pretended he didn’t even know him? (He forgave him) 

-What do you think you would have done if a friend who you thought 

was your close friend pretended they didn’t know you? 

-What can we learn from Jesus in this story? 

-How did Peter feel after he saw how much he hurt Jesus? (He cried 

and cried and felt terrible!) 

-Have you ever felt bad because you hurt a friend? What happened?  

-What should we do if we hurt a friend or make them sad? (We need to 

say sorry and try our best to never do that thing again.) 

  

JESUS IS THE BEST FRIEND!! 

  

Read John 15:15 

“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 

master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 

that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” 

-Basically, this means that Jesus wants to be our friend! 

  

WHY IS JESUS THE BEST FRIEND WE COULD EVER HAVE? 

1. He loves us just as we are and always wants what is best for us. 

2. He knows us better than anyone else. He knows every secret. 

3. He cares for us - He knows how many hairs are on our heads!  

4. He helps us make the right decisions - always ask yourself if you’re 

not sure about doing something if Jesus would do it? 

  

Pray and thank Jesus for being your friend. Ask him to help you be the 

best friend you can be so that you can love everyone like He does! 

 



Week 3 - OUR CLOSEST FRIEND (2-3) 

  

Memory Verse: ““No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not 

know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard 

from my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Jesus and Peter  

Scripture: John 15:15  
Bottom Line: Jesus is our closest friend 

  

 

Activity Items Required 

GIRLS 

Popsicle Stick Photo Frames 

-Let kids get creative and create their own 

photo frames from the popsicle sticks and 

other decorative materials. 

You can make a simple square frame or 

you could get creative and try different 

shapes like triangles or even a hexagon! 

-Tell kids to take their frame home, place 

a picture of them and a friend in it and 

then give it to that friend as a gift as a way 

saying they love them. 

  

GUYS 

Pearl Clams 

-Give each boy 2 pieces of an egg carton. 

-Stick a piece of felt inside the one and 

place a pom-pom/cotton ball on top of it to 

represent the “pearl”. 

-Using stick tape, join the two together so 

it’s able to open and close as seen in the 

picture alongside. 

-Lastly, add your googly eyes! 

-Remember, friends are more precious as 

pearls! 

 Popsicle Sticks 

 Decorating materials 

 Craft Glue 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Egg cartons 

 Felt 

 Pom-pom/cotton ball 

 Googly eyes 

 

 



 

Talk About It 

-Who here has a best friend? 

-Why are they your best friend? 

-When did you become best friends? 

  

LET’S RECAP THE STORY: 

-Who were the two friends in the story today? (Jesus & Peter) 

-Who was Peter? (One of Jesus’ disciples) 

-What was one of the things Peter did that really hurt Jesus? (He lied 

about not knowing Jesus three times) 

-What did Jesus do when he found out one of his closest friends had 

pretended he didn’t even know him? (He forgave him) 

-What do you think you would have done if a friend who you thought 

was your close friend pretended they didn’t know you? 

-How did Peter feel after he saw how much he hurt Jesus? (He cried 

and cried and felt terrible!) 

-Have you ever felt bad because you hurt a friend? What happened?  

-What should we do if we hurt a friend or make them sad? (We need to 

say sorry and try our best to never do that thing again.) 

  

JESUS IS THE BEST FRIEND!! 

  

Read John 15:15 

“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 

master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 

that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” 

-Basically, this means that Jesus wants to be our friend! 

  

HOW CAN WE MAKE JESUS OUR BEST FRIEND? 

-Think about it; how do you make anyone a best friend? (Spend time 

with them, get to know them, help them...) 

-What must we to do to ensure out friendship with Jesus stays strong?  

 PRAY - chat with him like you would with any other friend. He wants 

to hear about your day and what makes you sad. 

 READ THE BIBLE - This is the best way to get to know Him. The 

Bible tells us about all the things Jesus did! 

 LIVE LIKE HIM - We need to take Jesus as our example and be a 

good friend to those around us! We need to reach out to those 

who don’t know Jesus and be a light to others! 



Week 3 - OUR CLOSEST FRIEND (4-5) 

  

Memory Verse: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 

what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Jesus and Peter  

Scripture: John 15:15  
Bottom Line: Jesus is our closest friend 

  

 

Activity Items Required 

GIRLS 

Popsicle Stick Photo Frames 

-Let kids get creative and create their own 

photo frames from the popsicle sticks and 

other decorative materials. 

You can make a simple square frame or 

you could get creative and try different 

shapes like triangles or even a hexagon! 

-Tell kids to take their frame home, place 

a picture of them and a friend in it and 

then give it to that friend as a gift as a way 

saying they love them. 

  

GUYS 

Pearl Clams 

-Give each boy 2 pieces of an egg carton. 

-Stick a piece of felt inside the one and 

place a pom-pom/cotton ball on top of it to 

represent the “pearl”. 

-Using stick tape, join the two together so 

it’s able to open and close as seen in the 

picture alongside. 

-Lastly, add your googly eyes! 

-Remember, friends are more precious as 

pearls! 

 Popsicle Sticks 

 Decorating materials 

 Craft Glue 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Egg cartons 

 Felt 

 Pom-pom/cotton ball 

 Googly eyes 

 

 



 

Talk About It 

-Who here has a best friend? 

-Why are they your best friend? 

-Share a crazy story about something you have done together.  

  

LET’S RECAP THE STORY: 

-Who were the two friends in the story today? (Jesus & Peter) 

-Who was Peter? (One of Jesus’ disciples) 

-What was one of the things Peter did that really hurt Jesus? (He lied 

about not knowing Jesus three times) 

-What did Jesus do when he found out one of his closest friends had 

pretended he didn’t even know him? (He forgave him) 

-What do you think you would have done if a friend who you thought 

was your close friend pretended they didn’t know you? 

-How did Peter feel after he realized what he’d done? (He felt terrible!) 

-Have you ever felt bad because you hurt a friend? What happened?  

-What lesson can we learn from Jesus in this story? 

  

JESUS IS THE ULTIMATE BEST FRIEND! 

Read John 15:15 

“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 

master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 

that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” 

-Basically, this means that Jesus wants to be our friend, not just some 

far away person we think about every now and then! 

  

HOW CAN WE MAKE JESUS OUR CLOSEST FRIEND? 

-Think about it; how do you make anyone a best friend? (Spend time 

with them, get to know them, help them...) 

-What must we to do to ensure out friendship with Jesus stays strong?  

 PRAY - chat with him like you would with any other friend. He even 

wants to hear about the funny things in your day! 

 READ THE BIBLE - This is the best way to get to know Him. The 

Bible tells us about all the things Jesus did! 

 LIVE LIKE HIM - We need to take Jesus as our example and Reach 

out to those who don’t know. Our lives need to reflect Him and be 

a light to others! The biggest way to tell that we are Jesus’ friends 

is by how much time we spend with Him.  

 



Week 3 - OUR CLOSEST FRIEND (6-7) 

  

Memory Verse: ““No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not 

know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard 

from my Father I have made known to you.” John 15:15  

Story: Jesus and Peter  

Scripture: John 15:15  
Bottom Line: Jesus is our closest friend 

  

 

Activity Items Required 

GIRLS 

Popsicle Stick Photo Frames 

  

-Let kids get creative and create 

their own photo frames from the 

popsicle sticks and other 

decorative materials. 

You can make a simple square 

frame or you could get creative 

and try different shapes like 

triangles or even a hexagon! 

-Tell kids to take their frame 

home, place a picture of them 

and a friend in it and then give it 

to that friend as a gift as a way 

saying they love them. 

 Popsicle Sticks 

 Decorative materials 

 Stickers 

 Craft Glue 

 

 

 

 



 

Talk About It 

What’s the first word that comes to mind when you’re asked to 

describe who Jesus is to you? 

-Son of God? 

-Father? 

-Saviour? 

-Helper? 

-What about FRIEND? 

  

When Jesus lived on this earth He had friends: 

Read the following accounts where Jesus refers to people as friends: 

-John 15:15  

-James 2:23  

-Luke 12:4 

  

JESUS & PETER (John 18:15-27) 

-The friendship we see in this story is incredible. 

-What can we learn from Jesus by the way he responded to Peter? 

(Forgiveness, unconditional love, grace) 

-If you were in Jesus shoes, what do you think your immediate 

reaction would have been towards Peter? 

-When has a friend really hurt you? How did you respond? 

  

THE ULTIMATE FRIEND IN JESUS! 

  

-Would you consider Jesus your friend? 

-Do you think you know him as intimately as you do one of your best 

friends? 

-How do you make sure your friendship with Jesus is a strong one?  

  

 PRAY - chat with him like you would with any other friend. He even 

wants to hear about the funny things in your day! 

 READ THE BIBLE - This is the best way to get to know Him. The 

Bible tells us about all the things Jesus did! 

 LIVE LIKE HIM - We need to take Jesus as our example and Reach 

out to those who don’t know. Our lives need to reflect Him and be 

a light to others! The biggest way to tell that we are Jesus’ friends 

is by how much time we spend with Him.  

 


