CAMPING THEME
4 WEEKS

• Children love to camp- tents, torches, sleeping bags and the whole concept of
sleeping out. Although the actual sleeping out can prove to be a little more
scary for them.
• Set the camping theme. There are so many ways to make your venue look
amazing. Some ideas are included here but use google and your imagination.
• If you are friendly with a pre-school or have one attached to your church
consider swapping ideas and equipment.
• Swap equipment, décor and share resources with the other sites.
• Your finances, space and venue determine how many of the ideas you use.
Meet monthly and plan ahead with your team. Use what you have at home.
• Ask parents timeously, send the parents letters out a month in advance.
• When the children arrive they should have no doubt that they gave arrived at a
camp out.
• Borrow tents and have them up during the 4 weeks.
• If you do not meet in your own venue use 2 man easy pop up tents.
• Use wigwams
• Have a brazier out with red and yellow crepe paper and fire wood or if you can
safely have a real fire going do so, but remember safety first.
• Have a rustic sign calling your venue ‘CAMP MOOIRIVER” or whatever venue
you are at.
Be creative, use cardboard if your budget is tight.
• Put up a gazebo.
• Camping chairs for the children to sit on.
• Picnic areas
• Camping tables with plastic crockery on
• Hang lanterns around your room
• Put stretchers and sleeping bags out for the children to sleep in and play with.

MORNING ACTIVITIES
Use different activities each week.
Take away the ones that didn’t work
Change your medium (water/sand)
These activities are not the craft that each child will take home, these activities are out
when the children arrive and when you have finished your “ring time” and are available
throughout the morning. These are “theme” based.
Look at bargain stores and toy shops for theme based toys and similar
Store all sensopathic materials in air tight containers/ Ziploc bags to prevent weevils, rats
and mould.
This theme really is all about outdoors and most of the play will be pretend play.
1. This theme is all about outdoors and camping so leave space for the children to role
play and pretend they are camping. Climb into tents with them if needed.
2. Marshmallows and sticks for the children to pretend to cook over fake fires.
3. Leaf rubbings, either have the leaves on the table ready or take the children a few at a
time for a wander to find some leaves. (see image below)
4. Have a nature/scavenger hunt. Split into teams 1 leader per child and go off and find
the list. Green leaves (big and small), a stick, 2 pretty stones….have fun.
5. Water and sand play add stones, pebbles, buckets, spades, frogs and fish
6. Magnetic fishing game
7. Toilet roll binoculars
8. Have a pyjama wearing Sunday. Have some spares for the new children or those who
forget. Send text messages to remind during the week and on the Saturday night.
9. Nature wreath. Cut the centre of a paper plate out and use leaves and sticks, glitter and
ribbon onto it.
10. Tray with soil, sticks, leaves, small people, material for tents. (see image)
11. Campfires in the sand pit

CRAFT 1 – WEEK 1
Make a tent with a teddy inside.
You will get in your box:
Blue/black card
Tents in felt, cut out and ready to stick on.
A teddy to stick inside the tent.
A moon to stick on the corner.

What you need to do:
Stick the tent on the page.
Stick the teddy between the tent flaps.
Stick your moon in the sky.

CRAFT 2 – WEEK 2
Make a hand print campfire
You will get in your box:
Paper
Paper logs
Yellow, orange and red paint
Dustbin bags
Skewers
Cotton wool balls

What you need to do:
Have a bucket/bowl of warm soapy water ready
Have the children first stick on paper logs
Use yellow, orange and red paints for hand prints.
If you do not have aprons use dustbin bags with holes for the head and arms.
Use skewers and cotton wool balls for a pretend marshmallow.

Don’t be scared of paint and little ones. Have fun

CRAFT 3 – WEEK 3
Make musical notes

You will get in your box:
Musical Notes
Paint

What you need to do:
Stick the musical notes on the paper and paint!
Explain to the children that these are what make music and how when you look at these you know
what tune to play your guitar in.

WEEK 4 – CRAFT 4
World image
What you will find in your box:
Stickers of children from around the world.
A globe image on an A3 sheet.

What you need to do:
Peel the white background off from around the stickers (this makes it easier to pull them off).
Peel off the stickers and stick them all around the earth, like in the picture below.

BIBLE APPLICATION: The character and nature of God
AIM OF LESSON:
Week 1-

God is my fortress (Tent)
Psalm 18v2
“The LORD is my protector, he is my strong fortress. My God is my protection,
and with him I am safe. He protects me like a shield; He defends me and
keeps me safe.”

Week 2-

God is my Light (Torch/Lantern)
Psalm18v28
“For it is you who light my lamp the LORD my God lightens my darkness”

Week 3-

God is my song (being out in creation)
Exodus 15v2
“The LORD is my strength and my song.”

Week 4-

God is everywhere (wherever we are God is with us)
Joshua 1v9
“Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD
your God is with you wherever you go."

TELLING THE STORY
WEEK1God is my fortress
Psalm 18v2
Sit in the tent and have ring time
If you don’t have a tent put a sheet over you and tell the story
If we run to God He protects us.
Talk about what things we might need to run from, friends
speaking badly, sin,
§ Situations where they are scared. Make it child friendly, let the
children talk. Encourage them to talk. Help them in the discussion
and lead them.
§
§
§
§
§
§

WEEK2§ God is my Light
§ Psalm18v28
§ “For it is you who light my lamp the LORD my God lightens my
darkness”
§ Sit in a dark room and as you explain that Jesus is our light- you
can switch a torch on, have all the children switch torches on or
light candles that have been placed throughout the room, as you
are talking.
§ Talk to the children that they are like lights – that when there are
problems at home, if mummy is sad, if their brothers are fighting
etc that they are the lights and what they say and do is like
shinning a light into the sad.
It’s a great time to use examples that you know are relevant to the
children you are ministering to.
§ Encourage the children to talk. Help them open up a little, use
leading questions without exposing them.

WEEK 3God is my song (being out in creation)
Exodus 15v2
“The LORD is my strength and my song.”
He makes our hearts happy
This is a great time to ask some of your older uptown children to
pop in and do some singing and dancing with the children. If you
are able you can ask 2 band members to come in with a piano and
guitar. Alternatively you can have some dvds/cds playing that the
children can sing along to.
§ Have an extended time of praise
§
§
§
§
§

WEEK 4§ God is everywhere (wherever we are God is with us)
§ Joshua 1v9
§ “Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for
the LORD
your God is with you wherever you go."
§ If you know the old time classic song “be bold be strong” now is a
great time to pull it out.
§ Take the children on a walk to a new “ring time” spot. Use a piece
of rope with knots tied in and each child must hold the knot and
walk together. Take them to a new room, under a tree,
somewhere away from the venue normally used.
§ Speak about God being with them wherever they go, even in the
new spot. When they are at school, when they are at home, at
grandparents (use relevant terms for grandparents)
§ Have fun
§ Let the children speak
§ Encourage them to talk
§ A nice clapping rhyme is “omnipresent, God is everywhere” the
little ones will love learning a BIG word and will be so proud that
they can say it.
§ Use a big piece of parachute material. Let the children run under
it, run over it, run round it….God is everywhere.

