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DECORATION IDEAS
Every little child knows animal sounds and often some of their first words are cow and pig. All
pre- schoolers attending any form of early learning environment will have in their syllabus ‘The
Farm’ so this is a great opportunity to bring Jesus into this theme.
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Don’t leave preparation until a week before- be thinking, planning and collecting theme
related equipment.
Set the scene with Hay bales, and have the children sit on them during ring time.
Scatter some straw on the floor in their play area.
If you have access to any small petting, non-biting pets like rabbits and guinea pigs think
about having them visit for the month or for just week. The children don’t have to
touch them; hanging over a fence looking at them will be enough.
Think about asking a church member who has lambs (if lambing season) to bring one in
for the morning, even just to stroke during ring time.
Come dressed as a shepherd or a farmer, a farmer is something that little ones will
understand and he is the same as a shepherd, both look after the sheep and animals
and care about each one.
Think about swapping equipment with other sites.
If you are friendly with a local pre- school think about
doing the same as above.
Your finances and space will also determine how
much of the below mentioned ideas you use. Think
about what you have in your homes, what can be
made at home from scrap material etc. The children
should have no doubt that when they arrive that The Farm is
the theme for the month.
Ask them to come in their gumboots or dressed as a farm
animal, farmer or shepherd
Attached are some homemade farm animal costume ideas.
It’s a great idea to have a variety ready for children who like
to dress up. Ask parents, extended family and the church
community to help with this.
Build and paint a few tractor boxes for the smaller children to
sit in (see picture)
Ask your media team to design you a few stand up banners
with fun farm animals on.
Ask a farmer in the church if he has a tractor he can loan you for a week or 2 for the
children to climb up onto.

•

Make a barn, use cardboard or wood for a permanent structure. Children love to play
inside little houses.

DECORATING THE VENUE
use styrofoam or wood and make big cutouts

• Make some fun wooden signs to hang around the venue

EASY DRESS UP

BIBLE APPLICATION:

The parable of the lost sheep
Luke 15v3-7
Matthew 18v12-14

AIM OF LESSONS:
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.
Jesus cares for us
Jesus is always there for us
We are special as there is only 1 of us even with
so many people in the world
God is like a good shepherd: He knows us, leads
us, protects us, and keeps us from harm
To help us stay close to our shepherd we can pray,
sing praises to him, read our Bible, go to church
and listen for his voice.

Memory Verse:

“I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep and my
sheep know me.” John 10v14
Use the attached sheep template (labeled as ‘lacing
card’) print the memory verse across the bottom,
(One word per sheep) laminate and use to decorate the
wall and practice the memory verse together.

SONG:

Moo Moo by Aiden Whitaker

o Read the passage before, read the story in a way your age group will
understand.
o Act out the story;
1. Play the Lost Sheep game. Before class hide a stuffed sheep somewhere in
the room or outside. After you read the story, have someone dressed up like
a shepherd come into the room and pretend to be looking for the lost sheep
and calling for the sheep to come. The shepherd can then ask the children if
they saw his lost sheep and ask them to help him find the sheep. When the
sheep is found you can celebrate, either with cheers and claps, a song, a
dance or a party (think about adjusting your snack for the morning with
something party like.
2. Dress up as a shepherd. (Wear a robe with a tie, sandals, and a tea towel on
your head tied with string)
3. Dress up as a farmer and tell the story.
4. Pretend to be Sheep. Have the children pretend to be sheep and follow a
teacher around the room who is dressed up as a shepherd. The shepherd
can also pretend to protect the sheep from a lion or wild animal (another
person dressed up).
5. Play a memory game. Place ten or more items on a tray covered with a cloth.
Have the children study the items. Tell them to close their eyes. Take away
one item and then ask the children which item is missing. After playing the
game explain to the children that Jesus knows where they are at all times
and knows each of us by name. He knew us before we were even born.
If one of us leaves or gets lost Jesus will come and find us.
6. Tell the story using a hand made sheep sock puppet or to fit in with this
months song title, a sock cow puppet and pretend the cow is telling the
story about his friend the sheep (Illustrations attached)
7. Use marshmallows (Use food colouring and a toothpick to make the face.)
Paper sheep, cuddly sheep as the sheep and tell the story attached.
8. Watch the DVD cartoon version

9. Use Picture cut outs on a white board
10. Ask Volunteers to act it out (practice before)
11. Try using a different method of telling the story each week.
12. A quick short animated version of the story.
https://youtu.be/tyWZeOlaRo4
13. Here is another animated version with a man telling the story also cute and
easy for little ones to understand.
https://youtu.be/094upaf4BME
14. Use the attached name sticker template and write each childs name on again
explain that Jesus knows every name.

SOCK PUPPET INSTRUCTIONS:
How to make:
No sewing required. To make it more fun use googly eyes, bigger ears made from felt, a
pink tongue inside the mouth and use glue to stick on wool/cotton wool for the hair.
The cow puppet can be made exactly the same way just adding a bigger nose and black
patches on the sock (see image below)

STORY SUGGESTION
INTRO: Today we're having a story about a kind shepherd and his little sheep
named Marshmallow. As you will see, Marshmallow always seems to be getting
into trouble.
(1) (Point to the shepherd) this is the shepherd. Do you know what a shepherd is?
He is the one who takes care of the sheep. He finds pastures with green grass for
the sheep to eat. He makes sure they have lots of water to drink. And, he makes
sure they are safe from danger. The Good Shepherd counts his sheep every
evening to make sure they are all there. Let's count the sheep with the shepherd.
One...two...three...four...five ...six.... seven... eight... nine....Uh-oh! One little
sheep is missing! The shepherd is upset. It makes him very sad to know one of his
little sheep might not be safe. Let's see...which one is missing? Is it Cotton Candy?
No...Is it Fluffy? No....Is it Marshmallow? Yes! He's the one who is missing! Oh, no!
He's the littlest one! Quickly, the shepherd grabs his staff and his rod and goes out
to look for his little lost sheep.
(None) Let's help the shepherd look for the little lost sheep. "Little sheep, where
are you?" Can everybody do the actions with me? He looks high up on the hill. Get
up on your tippy toes. (Get on tippy-toes, and place hand above eyes, as if looking
far out). Marsh-mal-ow! My precious little sheep, where are you? The shepherd
looks way down low under the cliff. Bend down low with me. (Bend down and
look under the table). Marsh-mal-low! Do you hear my voice? The shepherd turns
around and looks behind him. Let's all turn around. (Make one turn). Ok. Thanks
for helping me look for the lost little sheep. Now let's continue with the story:
(2) Next, the shepherd looked in front of the big tree. (Point to tree) No little
sheep there. Then he looked behind the big rock (lift up rock). No little sheep
there either. Where could that little sheep be? The shepherd loved his little sheep
so much that he would not give up looking for him. So he kept looking. Next, he
looked inside the log behind the log (lift up log). No little sheep there. The
shepherd was so sad. He couldn't find his little lamb anywhere. He called out for
his little sheep. Little Marsh-mal-low! Where are you?” the shepherd called out
once again. Then the shepherd heard something. Ba-a-a-a Ba-a-a! Listen close.
(Cup your ear). Ba-a-a-a Ba-a-a! That sounds like a little sheep! The good
shepherd looked behind the bush. (Lift flap on bush)

There was little Marshmallow! The silly little lamb was caught in a bush! "Poor
baby", said the shepherd. "Don't you worry. I'll get you out of there." Quickly the
kind shepherd clipped away at the bush. Everybody show me how the shepherd
clips with his scissors. (Move fingers in a cutting motion). Clip, clip, clip. Then the
shepherd gently snipped away at the little sheep's wool. Snip, snip, snip. (Move
fingers in a cutting motion.)
(3) Finally, his little sheep was free from the prickly bush! How happy he was to
have his little lost sheep back in his arms! The shepherd gently picked up the little
sheep and hugged him tight! "I knew you were missing, so I came to look for you
because you are so precious to me. Please don't ever wander away again, my
precious little lamb, ok?" Marshmallow looked up at his shepherd shyly and said,
"Ok, I won't". As the shepherd set Marshmallow down, he saw that he had been
crying. The kind shepherd gently wiped away his tears.
(Real tissue) "Aw-w-w, you must've been scared, huh Marshmallow?" asked the
shepherd. "Yes, I was", said Marshmallow, "I was afraid a big bear or tiger would
come and get me when my wool was caught in the bush! Thank you so much for
coming to find me. I'm so happy to be back with my shepherd! I'll keep close to
you from now on, and follow you everywhere you go." "Oh, that's good to hear!”
said the shepherd, "I love my little sheep so much, and I love having them close to
me!" "I love my shepherd, too!", said the little sheep.
(4) So the shepherd picked up little Marshmallow, laid him on his shoulder, and
carried him all the way home. Little Marshmallow and his shepherd were as
happy as they could be! THE END.
•

TALKING POINTS;
o That story has a happy ending, doesn't it? In Bible Times, Jesus told a story that
means a lot to us today. The story is in the book of Matthew. Here's what Jesus
said: (Read Matthew 18:12-14)
o That's kind of like our story, when the shepherd was so happy to find little
Marshmallow when he was lost? Have any of you ever been lost? That's no fun,
is it? Its scary because you don't know which way is home, and you know you
can't take care of yourself. Does anyone want to share about a time when they
were lost? (Let a few children tell their stories).
o Ok, thank you all for sharing. Did you know that people who don't know Jesus
are lost too. They are lost in a different way. They are lost because they don't

have Jesus to lead them. Remember our Bible verse today? Let's say it together:
(Read John 10:14). Jesus loves us so much that he wants us to stay near him.
o Remember how the shepherd was calling out the little lamb's name? He was
calling out, Marshmallow, where are you? Well, Jesus, our shepherd, knows each
one of our names too. He knows ______'s name, and _______'s name.... (Keep
repeating, filling in the blank with each child's name). Each one of you is so
precious to him that he knows all about you. He knows your name. He knows
when you are happy or sad. He even knows how many hairs are on your head.
That's how important you are to him.
o Remember, in the story, how Marshmallow made the sound, baa-aa, ba-a-a-a,
when he knew his shepherd was there? He made the sound so his shepherd
could find him. He was calling out to his shepherd for help. And, the shepherd
was so happy to find him. That's like Jesus. Jesus is always there for us too; and
Jesus loves for us to call out to him. He loves for us to come close to him and
pray to him.
o Can anyone think of some other ways we can be near to Jesus? (Give them time
to answer). Yes, when we read our Bibles, or have someone read our Bible to us,
we are also getting closer to Jesus. And, we learn about Jesus in church, too, so
its good to be in church as much as we can, isn't it? We can also sing praises to
Jesus. Jesus loves to hear our praise! And, Jesus loves us to stay as close to him
as we can be!

Week 1
Colour the Sheep in
What you will get in your box:
1. Sheep picture
2. Popcorn kernals
3. Glue

What you need to do:
1. Colour in the sheep’s face
2. Use popped corn (popcorn) to stick onto the sheep for wool

Week 2
Sheep cupcakes
To take home – you may need to make 2 per child

What you will get in your box:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Non-perishable cupcake ingredients
Food colouring
Toothpicks
Large mashmallows
Small marshmallows

What you need to do:
1. Have vanilla cupcakes ready- Butter icing will work best for sticking the
marshmallows
2. Have ready and pre prepared big marshmallows snipped in half, using food
colouring and a tooth pick to make the face.
3. Use small pink and white marshmallows to complete the cupcake.

Week 3
Sock puppets
What you will get in your box:
1.
2.
3.
4.

White sock sheep with ears and wool stuck on
Googly eyes
Felt Noses
Glue dots

What you need to do:
1. Each child to make their own sheep sock puppet- name them all
marshmallow to fit in with the abovementioned story.
2. Use googly eyes and glue dots
3. Stick noses on with glue dots.

Week 4
Paper cup sheep
What you will get in your box:
1. Paper cups with faces drawn on
2. Cotton wool
3. Glue
What you need to do:
1. Before the lesson have hole cut in the paper cup for the childrens fingers
2. Let the children use Pritt Stick to stick on cotton wool to the cup

Week 5
Handprint sheep
What you will get in your box:
•
•
•
•

Black paint
Cotton wool
Small googly eyes
Glue

• Paint trays
• White card

What you need to do:
1. Dip the children hands in paint and place a handprint on the paper
(alternatively, you can put a handprint on all the pages if you are concerned
about mess, or even trace around their hands and get them to colour their
handprint in). Make sure you have a bucket of warm water/tap close by.
2. Pour glue into a tray and get the kids to dip the cotton wool into the glue
and then stick them on the palm part of the handprint.
3. Stick the googly eyes onto the thumb.

Morning Play Activities
Ø Use different activities each week.
Ø Take away the ones that didn’t work. Use the ones that worked well
worked well again.
Ø Change your medium (water/sand etc)
Ø These activities are not the craft that each child will take home, these
activities are out when the children arrive and when you have finished your
‘ring time’ and available to use throughout your morning

• Look in bargain toy shops for farm animals and tractors.
• Set out bowls with unpopped corn in and farm animals or tractors with
trailers
• A table with some mud or instant chocolate pudding (it does not have to be
lots just enough to see tyre tracks) on and a few tractors
• A bowl with samp coloured green (or similar medium -rice, maize
meal,flour) and farm animals

• Use milk rather than water with a tea set (use powdered milk to make it
cheaper)
• Use different sized cups and pouring instruments rather than any of the
abovementioned.
• If you have Sawdust, put it in a bowl with animals
• Green Jelly in a bowl with farm animals or tractors and cars
• Playdough and cars/tractors or farm animals
• Water coloured blue with ducks bobbing on the top
• Print the farm animal counters (see attached image) laminate and put
magnets on the back ( sheets of stick on magnets are available at all craft
shops) and put onto a white board for the children to play with
• Print off (x4) and laminate (see attached) the snap cards and sit at a table
and play snap – little ones very very quickly get the hang of it.
Colouring Ideas:
v Pig colouring page – use pink chalk dipped in water and fingers to smooth
over the page
v Pony + horse colouring page – use brown wool to stick onto the hair
v Cow colouring page – use small pieces of chopped up sponge dipped into
thick black paint
v Sheep colouring page – stick wool, cotton wool, popcorn, pasta circles

v Goat colouring picture – use wool, cotton wool for his beard
• Use paper plates and make a cow. See below images

• Masks- print off the attached mask images onto card and use elastic for
easy removal

SNAP CARDS

