WILD LOVE
WEEK 1 - He leaves the 99
WEEK 2 - A City Saved
WEEK 3 - No Boundaries
WEEK 4 - Five Loaves and Two Fish
WEEK 5 - God Looks at the Heart
This series is all about how we as children of God are called to help those God has
placed around us and even those not in our immediate reach. Our prayer is for kids
to realize that they too have something to give and have the ability to help and love
others in many ways.
Week 1 begins with the story of the lost sheep. This story shows us how important
every individual is to Jesus and how far He will go to reach anyone and everyone.
We are called to do the same. No one should be forgotten. We need to be people
who see the ones and two’s and reach out to them.
Week 2 looks at the story of Jonah and how gracious God was towards an entire
city who deserved to be destroyed. This story shows us what lengths God will go to
reach those who need him. His heart is for the lost and ours should be too.
Week 3 looks at the story of the Corinthian church who blessed another church in
another city. From this story we see how God has not only called us to help those
close to us, but also those who we may not even know personally, and may never
know.
Week 4 looks at the story where Jesus feeds over 5000 people from only five loaves
of bread and two fish. This story shows us that God is able to multiply what we give
and can turn what we feel may not be much into something that can change
someone’s situation!
Week 5 looks at the story of the widow who gave all she had. In God’s eyes, she
gave more than the rich as she gave all she had and gave it with a pure heart. God
is not concerned with how much we give, but rather with the attitude with which we
give.

STORY WEEK 1
Story: He leaves the 99...
Scripture: Luke 15
Characters: Narrator
Today’s story is about a shepherd and a whole lot of sheep - 100 to be exact. Back
in the day when Jesus walked the earth, He would tell people stories to teach them
really important lessons. His stories were always great and this one definitely shows
the wild love of God.
Let’s begin with our main character in the story today - the shepherd. Let’s name him
Woolley. Now Woolley loved sheep. He loved everything about them. He spent a lot
of time with his sheep and gave them all the love they could have possibly needed.
He would take them for walks to the best pastures where they could graze for hours
without a worry in the world. He would brush their coats and clean their hooves,
taking the utmost care to make sure no one was left out or rushed past. He read
them bedtime stories and sang them to sleep every night. They were his pride and
joy! He would fight of bears and other dangerous animals to protect his sheep,
regardless of the danger it put him in. Nothing was too much to keep his sheep safe.
But then one day things took a turn for the worse. A massive storm came out of
nowhere. There was thunder and lightning everywhere! The rain was so thick you
could barely see anything in front of you. The wind was going crazy too and it wasn't
safe for anyone to be outside. The shepherd ran out to his sheep and as quickly as
he could. He gathered them together and got them to safety. Once everyone was
inside, the shepherd began counting his sheep to make sure everyone was there.
1, 2, 3, 4…… 48…. 56...62… 77… 85…97, 98, 99…. The shepherd began to worry,
but he thought maybe he had miscounted and so he started counting again. 97, 98,
99… No. That was it. He was missing one of his beloved sheep! He didn’t hesitate
for a second, he knew exactly what he had to do. He checked the other 99 were
safely locked away and then he went out immediately to search for his lost sheep.

He searched high, he searched low. He searched under things and inside things. He
climbed up trees to see out as far as he could. He crossed rivers and made his way
through muddy paths. He didn’t look back once or consider giving up no matter how
tough it was. He wouldn't stop until he found his sheep.
Eventually, after hours and hours of searching, he heard something in the distance.
He walked further in that direction and caught a glimpse of what looked like his
sheep. He began running towards it and found his sheep caught in one of the
fences. As quickly as he could, he managed to free his sheep. He put it on his
shoulders and made his way back to the house where they would be safe. He was
singing songs and rejoicing as they made their way back as he was so excited he
found his lost sheep! When they both made it back, he washed his sheep and made
sure it was warm and ready for bed. Once he knew all of his sheep were safely
inside - all 100 of them - he went to bed peacefully, and thankful he had been able to
find his sheep that went missing.

MC WRAP UP:
Remember, Jesus told that story to teach people a really important lesson. This is
what he was showing them through the story:
He is like the shepherd in the story, and we are like the sheep. He watches over us
and helps protect us from danger. He doesn’t give up on us when we make mistakes
or wander away from Him like the sheep in the story. And He rejoices when we
repent and return to His gospel. That is why the scriptures call Him the Good
Shepherd. He will never leave us or forsake us; we’re too important to Him. The love
He has for us is wild and goes beyond anything we could imagine! Nothing will stop
Him from seeing his children safely in His arms.
Today you could find yourself in one of two positions - you could be one of the 99
sheep who were safely tucked away, or you could be the sheep that wandered off
and got a bit lost. Maybe you’ve wandered a bit from God and need to come back
home. Jesus will never stop loving you and looking for you, but you need to let Him
put you on his shoulders and carry you back home.

STORY WEEK 2
Story: A City Saved
Scripture: Jonah 1-4
Characters: Narrator
Today’s story is going to blow your mind even more about the wild love of God. It all
begins with a city. A city called Nineveh. Now Nineveh was the worst city you could
ever imagine. Just think of everything bad in this world and then put that all into one
city. The people were evil and they did all sorts of evil things. The worst part was
they enjoyed doing all these evil things… and for some reason God wanted to save
them! WHAT?! Well that’s exactly what the main guy in our story thought too! Why
on earth would God want to save a city like THAT?? If anything, they should be
destroyed and left to suffer. But that’s why this story is so crazy - God has a plan for
EVERYONE! Even this terrible city.
So back to Jonah. Jonah was just an ordinary guy, with an ordinary life. He loved the
Lord and lived a life that was pleasing to God. He would have considered himself to
be quite obedient and someone who would have listened to God when He spoke.
That was until that fateful day… God asked Jonah to do something that left Jonah
completely shocked and with his jaw on the floor. God told Jonah to go to this city of
Nineveh and to tell these people to turn from their wicked ways. Jonah personally
didn’t feel they needed any chances, they should just be destroyed, but clearly God’s
ways were not His ways!
Jonah’s first response… NO WAYS LORD! YOU’RE CRAZY! MAD! There is no way
I’m going there. Do you want me to die?? Clearly you don’t love me anymore… I see
how it is… this is hectic Lord! And so, Jonah decided there was no way he was going
to Nineveh and decided to run away instead. Let’s see how well that worked out for
him!
His first crazy thought was to board a ship and go wherever it was going. He ran to
the harbour and found a ship that was just about leave and so he quickly snuck onto
it. From this point on, there was no turning back, and Jonah would have the
adventure of a lifetime… maybe not one he was expecting… but an adventure none
the less!

Shortly after the boat left, a huge storm arose and everyone began throwing the
cargo overboard to try save the ship from sinking. Nothing was helping and the storm
was not calming down. Eventually Jonah realized that the reason for the storm was
him and so he told the sailors that if they threw him overboard the storm would stop.
Well the sailors clearly didn’t hesitate and threw Jonah overboard! And just like that,
the storm calmed down.
Just when you thought things couldn't get worse… they do. Jonah not only gets
thrown overboard, but next thing a huge fish appears and swallows him whole!
That’s just unfortunate if you ask me… and gross! So now we have our main guy
Jonah stuck in the belly of a big fish. I can’t imagine it feeling cosy in there, but that’s
where Jonah was, and he realized the only thing he could do now was to pray!
Obviously being in the belly of a big fish would have given Jonah plenty time to think
and so he realized he was wrong to run away and asked God to forgive him. He also
thanked God from saving him from drowning.
After three days, God made the fish spit Jonah out on dry land, and it did. Out Jonah
flew, covered in fish guts and seaweed! Told you it would be an adventure! God told
Jonah a second time to go to Nineveh and this time Jonah didn’t hesitate. He went
straight to Nineveh!
Jonah told the people what had happened to him. He warned them that God said
they should stop doing bad things or the city and everything in it would be
destroyed. To Jonah's surprise the people listened to him and they prayed to God
and they said sorry for all the bad things they had done. The king of Nineveh heard
what was going on and he ordered that everyone to listen to God and to stop doing
bad things.
When God saw that they were trying to good instead of bad He felt love for them and
did not destroy their city.
That could be the end of the story except Jonah left the city very angry. He was mad
that God didn't punish the people. He knew that God was a loving God and didn't
want to destroy anything if he doesn't have to, but he couldn’t help feeling the way he
did. So Jonah went on a hill and sulked. God saw Jonah and knew how he was
feeling so he explained to Jonah that He loves everyone. He doesn't like to destroy
people who are doing things bad, God would rather see us turn from our bad ways
and do good again than to destroy us.

STORY WEEK 3
Story: No Boundaries
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8-9
Characters: Narrator
Just for a moment, picture the whole world. Now picture all the different people living
in the world. People from different countries, different cultures, different
backgrounds, different colours, different religions, different ages, some wealthy,
some living in extreme poverty, some that know Jesus, others that don’t… the list is
endless. Now the big question we need to ask ourselves is WHO is God calling us to
help? We know He has called us to help people, but how far should we go to help
someone and is there someone who is maybe too far from us that God couldn’t
possibly expect us to help? Surely we’re only called to love and help those near to us
- you know, family and friends? Maybe even some kids at school that we may
necessarily call our friends? Or are we? Has God given us boundaries as to who we
should help and who we wouldn’t really be expected to help?
Let’s have a look at our story for today.
We’re going to look at 2 churches in specific. These churches were around about
2000 years ago and we’re going to see what we can learn from both their stories.
Hopefully we can answer the question of who exactly God has called us to help.
Let me introduce you to a guy named Paul before we go any further. You all
remember Paul right? The guy who used to be called Saul and would persecute
Christians? Yup, that’s the one! Well Paul had a lot to do with the churches in our
story today and we’ll see how soon enough.
Right, let’s start with a church in a place called Macedonia. This church always gave
freely to those in need even when they didn’t have much themselves. They never let
the little they had stop them from giving to the poor or to anyone who was in need.
Their thinking was this, if someone needed help and they could help in any small
way, let them help! They weren’t limited to only help those in their church.

The other church we’re going to look at is a church in Corinth. Paul wrote a letter to
the Corinthian church explaining all the Macedonian church had been involved in
with giving to the poor. He was writing to encourage them to do the same as this was
the example that Christ had ultimately set for us. About a year earlier, the Corinthian
church had agreed to take up an offering of goods for the poor Saints in a place
called Judea. Paul was reminding them to get their offering ready so that when he
sent Titus to collect their offering that they would be ready. The Corinthian church
was excited to give knew that this was something God wanted them to do. They
assured Paul they would be ready with the offering and were looking forward to
being able to give to those in need outside of their church. When Titus arrived to
collect their offering, they were ready and excited! They may not have had much
themselves but they knew the joy in giving and that when we give with a cheerful
heart, God will generously bless us in return.
Paul continued to encourage the different churches to keep giving. If everyone gives
what they have, then no one will ever be in need as everyone will helping each other
and there will be equality among everyone. Both churches in our story today
understood the call to give to those in need even though they may not have been the
people right on their doorstep. They also knew that it wasn't only when they had
much when they were to give but also when they had little and may have been
struggling themselves.
MC WRAP UP:
How often do we wait until we have a lot before we give? We like to give when it
won’t really affect us or cause much difference to our situation. But that’s not what
we see in our story today. Both churches gave in a time where they were also going
without. Also, we like to give in a way that suits us. Maybe we think that going out of
our way is too much effort and we don’t feel like God would expect that of us. Again,
we see from our story today that God has put no boundaries on who we can help.
Both churches in the story today helped those in need who were quite a distance
from themselves. Let’s ask God to open our hearts and minds to see the great needs
there are near us and far from us and then pray for the means to be able to reach all
these people in need.

STORY WEEK 4
Story: Five Loaves and Two Fish
Scripture: John 6:1-15
Characters: Narrator
What would your ideal lunch be? All you can eat pizza? Maybe a triple decker
burger? Or what about a massive lasagne that never seemed to run out? Or wait, I
know, a desert bar that had every yummy thing you could think of and there was no
limit to how much you could eat. All that thinking is making me hungry! And makes
me think of a story in the Bible where there was also a massive lunch! It probably
wouldn’t be the kind of lunch buffet you’d imagine, but it was definitely one
impressive buffet if you ask me.
Let’s begin.
It all started one sunny day after Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee
and a great crowd of people began following him. They had seen and heard about all
the miracles Jesus had been performing and wanted to hear more from Him. Jesus
kept walking towards a nearby mountain side where he sat down with his disciples.
When He looked up and saw this great crowd that had been following him he
immediately realized that this bunch of people would need to eat. Good thinking
Jesus! A man after my own heart! And so, Jesus asked his disciples where they
should buy food for all these people. He knew already what He was going to do, but
He wanted to see what His disciples would say. Philip immediately replied and said
“Jesus, are you serious? It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough
bread for each person to have one bite! I just don’t think feeding all these people will
be possible. Surely they can all go get their own food.”
At that moment, another one of his disciples Andrew noticed a young boy walking
past them who was carrying a packed lunch with him. Andrew had an idea. He went
straight over to the boy while Jesus and Philip continued talking. He asked the boy
what was in his lunch bag. “Five loaves of bread and two small fish” he replied. Well
it wasn’t much, Andrew thought, but at least it was a start.

He asked the boy if he would be up to sharing his lunch with a couple of people…
well, maybe more than just a couple! The boy seemed a little confused but he was
keen to help and followed Andrew back to Jesus and the other disciples.
“Hey guys!” said Andrew, “I’ve got some food for us.” The disciples excitedly asked
what it was. Andrew confidently told them this boy had five loaves and two fish to
give to feeding all the people. There was a moment of silence among the disciples
and you could see the maths going on in their heads as they tried to work out how
five loaves and two fish would feed 5000 people. Jesus sat there quietly smiling to
himself. Andrew remained confident and was quite proud at his suggestion! The
other disciples looked at Jesus to see what He would do next.
Jesus told his disciples to have all the people sit down on the grass. Now listen up
closely because this is the start of the biggest lunch buffet in all of history! Jesus took
the loaves and fish, gave thanks to God for the food and then began sharing it with
all the people. Everyone ate until they were full and had enough to eat. When
everyone was done eating, Jesus told His disciples to collect everything that was left
over. The disciples gathered the leftover food and filled 12 baskets with the pieces of
bread and fish that were left over.
Woah! Hang on a second… This ‘lunch’ started with five loaves and two fish and
ended with 12 baskets filled with left overs from the five loaves and two fish!? That’s
not even possible? Well apparently, with Jesus it is! The people were once again
amazed and knew that this had to be the Messiah that everyone was talking about.
MC WRAP UP:
Well if that story doesn’t blow your mind then I don’t know what will! I don’t think that
young boy though in all his life that his small packed lunch would feed over 5000
people! This story shows us that Jesus doesn’t need much from us - in fact He
doesn’t really need anything from us all, He could have turned stones into bread for
the people to eat if He needed to - but by giving what we have - even though it may
not be much - we get to be a part of God’s story and get to be involved in helping
others and loving them in turn. Maybe you feel as though you don’t have much to
give to God or to someone else for that matter? Maybe you feel as though you
couldn’t really make a difference in someone’s life? Well that’s where you’re wrong,
Jesus can take any little bit we have and turn it into much! We just have to trust Him.

STORY WEEK 5
Story: God Looks at the Heart
Scripture: Luke 21:1-4
Characters: Narrator
Imagine for a second you had all the money in the world? Nothing was too expensive
or out of your reach to buy. If you saw something you wanted, you wouldn't even
have to think about it, you could just buy it, in fact you could buy a few of whatever
you wanted just because. Now let’s turn this situation around for a moment. Imagine
you barely had anything. It was a guess whether you’d have supper on the table
each night, let alone lunch for school. Every little bit of money your family got went
straight to food or school fees.
Our story today has a couple of these really rich people and one really poor woman
in it. We’re going to see what Jesus thought about these rich people and what He
thought about the poor woman.
Let’s get into the story. These rich people would go into the temple and give large
sums of money into the temple treasury - that would be like us paying our tithes here
at church. They would make sure that everyone saw them giving and also that
everyone saw how much they gave. They gave to the temple in order to impress
people, not so much because they truly wanted to give to God.
Then there’s the poor woman. She was a widow. That meant she had no husband
and therefore no way of earning any money from a proper job. The Bible tells us that
when this widow went into the temple to out money into the treasury, all she had to
put in was two copper coins. Those two copper coins would probably have been all
the money she had to live on.
Let’s see what Jesus had to say about these rich people and the widow. The Bible
tells us that Jesus was more pleased with this woman giving two copper coins than
the rich men who gave large sums of money. Surely Jesus would be happy with the
most amount of money being brought into His temple? I mean the more money
brought in, the more they could do right?... Wrong!

Jesus was not concerned at all about how much money each one gave; His concern
was the attitude of their hearts when giving. It didn’t matter that the rich men gave
large amounts of money - their hearts weren’t pure and they were only giving a lot of
money to make themselves look good. Jesus was not at all impressed by this. He
didn’t care how much money they gave - it’s not about how much we give. The
widow was completely different. When she gave it was from a pure heart and from a
place of wanting to truly give as much as she had. She didn’t have much at all, but
what she had, she gave. When Jesus looked at the widow he was very pleased and
was more impressed with the two copper coins she gave than all the money of the
rich men put together.
You see, when we give, it’s all about our hearts attitude. We don’t give because it’s
going to make us look good or make people like us more, no, we give because God
has called us to give and because we genuinely want to help and bless others. The
widow understood this, but sadly the rich men did not. They may have looked good
to people and may have felt good about themselves but to God their giving meant
nothing.
MC WRAP UP:
Remember, Jesus doesn't need our money or our stuff. He can help and bless
others without us. But, He calls us to stand next to Him and give as much as we
have and with a pure heart to be able to help others with Him and see more of His
heart for loving and helping others. Who can you identify with in the story today? Are
you someone who helps and gives just to look good or because it’s what you’re
supposed to do? Or do you give because your heart genuinely breaks for people and
just like Jesus you want to see the lost saved and the those in need helped? Spend
some time checking your heart and always remind yourself that God cares way more
about the attitude of our heart when we give, than how much we give or if we give.

BIG GROUP GAMES
WEEK 1 - BALLOON VOLLEYBALL
What you need:
-Balls
-String
What to do:
-Divide the room in half using the string.
-Divide your group in half placing half on each side of the string.
-Have one team begin by hitting the balloon over “the net” & play!

WEEK 2 - BE THE WHALE
What to do:
-Pick one child to be the 'whale'.
-The whale will stand in the centre of the playing area. Line up all the other kids on
one side of the room. They will be 'Jonah'.
-When you call out 'STORM', the kids will try to run from one side of the room to the
other without getting tagged by the 'whale'.
-Whoever gets tagged will remain in the middle and become an extra whale.
-Play will continue until there is only one 'Jonah' left and everyone else has now
become a 'whale'.

WEEK 3 - BUBBLE GUM GROSS
What you need:
-Flat dish/paper plates
-Lots of bubble gum
What to do:
-Divide kids into groups.
-Select two brave kids in the group to be the gum sculptors and the rest to be
chewers!
-As the chewers chew and make the gum soft they place the gum on the sculptor's
plate. The sculptor must sculpt something with the gum.
-The best design WINS!

WEEK 4 - OVER AND UNDER
What you need:
-Toilet rolls (1 per group)
What to do:
-Divide your kids into a few groups.
-Have them all stand in a line, one behind the other.
-Give the first person in each line a roll of toilet paper and instruct them to loosely
unroll some and carefully pass it under their legs/over their heads/etc. alternating all
the way to the end of the line and then back again until they finish the entire roll of
toilet paper.
-The first team to finish, wins!

WEEK 5 - SLAP CAKES
What to do:
-Get everyone into pairs and have them face each other.
-Have one child place their hands under their partners hands with their palms up.
-The purpose of the game is to slap the top of the other person’s hands before they
move them.
-If you get either of the hands (or both) then you get to go again. If you miss, then
trade and let the other person try to hit your hands.

Week 1 - HE LEAVES THE 99… (0-3)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: The Lost Sheep
Scripture: Luke 15
Bottom Line: Everyone matters in God’s eyes.

Activity
FIND THE SHEEP
-Colour both pages.
-Cut out the bushes on the second
page.
-Colour in the back of the bushes
you just cut out.
-Stick the bushes you cut out onto
the first page, making sure you hide
the sheep.
(Only glue the bottom of the bush so
it can flap forward)
-Take turns trying to find the sheep
on your friend’s page.

Supplies Needed
• Colouring

pages x2
• Scissors glue
• Colouring materials

Small Groups
OPENING DISCUSSION:
-Chat with your group about some of the hobbies or collections they have?
Maybe they collect stuffed toys? Or maybe it’s actions figures? It could
even be cars or dolls?
-It could be quite fun if you brought along a few things that you really
treasured. Maybe you have a thing for mugs from different places or you
like collecting shells?
-Chat about how much you value these things and how you get really
upset if you lose one of them or one of them breaks.
-Ask them how they would feel if they lost one of their favourite things that
they really treasured. What would they do? Would they search for it or
would they just leave it?
THE LOST SHEEP
-Recap the story of the lost sheep with your group and see how much they
can remember.
-Why do you think Jesus told this story? (The religious leaders couldn’t
understand how Jesus would spend time with sinners and even eat with
them. They didn’t like what Jesus was doing at all and so Jesus told them
this story to help them understand)
-Who does the lost sheep represent in this story? (Those that are no
children of God or those that have wandered away from God.)
-What does this story tell us about Jesus? (Jesus cares about every one of
us and wants everyone to be saved.)
-What can we learn from this story? (Just like Jesus cares for everyone even those who are lost - we too need to look out for those who need the
loving, saving grace of Jesus)
-Is anyone too sinful or too bad for Jesus to save? (No)
-What does the Bible say heaven does when one sinner gives their life to
Jesus? (All of heaven rejoices)
BEING WILD
-Who do you know that needs the loving, saving grace of Jesus Christ our
King?
-How do you think you can show that person the love of Jesus this week?

Week 1 - HE LEAVES THE 99… (4-7)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: The Lost Sheep
Scripture: Luke 15
Bottom Line: Everyone matters in God’s eyes.

Activity
GIRLS
Make a sheep.
-Colour, cut out and stick
together to look like the picture
alongside.
-Use the split pins to attach the
legs.
-Stick the text on its body.

Supplies Needed
• Template
• Split

Pins

• Glue
• Colouring

• Small

materials

plastic bottle

GUYS
• Rice
Lost sheep bottle
• Cardboard sheep cut out
-Give each boy a small plastic
• Scripture template
bottle.
-Place the scripture template
down the side of the bottle, fill
the bottle half way with rice, add
the sheep cut out, fill the rest
with rice and shake.
-See if you can find the sheep
amidst all the rice.

Small Groups
OPENING DISCUSSION:
-Chat with your group about times or incidences where they lost
something valuable to them. Maybe it was money? Maybe it was an
item of clothing? Maybe it was a brand-new game or toy that they had
just received.
-Come prepared with a story of your own and share with your group
how it felt when you lost this particular item and how long and hard
you looked for it until you found it.
-Chat about times they lost things and never found them again. How
did that feel?
-You can even chat about times they were lost with a parent or
someone in the car on the way to get somewhere and how that felt?
-Chat about how it’s our natural reaction to search for something we
have lost and if it’s really valuable how we don’t give up very easily.
READ MATTHEW 18:12-14
“If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them wanders away, what
will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others on the hills and go
out to search for the one that is lost? And if he finds it, I tell you the
truth, he will rejoice over it more than over the ninety-nine that didn’t
wander away! In the same way, it is not my heavenly Father’s will that
even one of these little ones should perish.
-Why do you think people wander away from God? (We get bored, we
get tempted, we get distracted by other things - school, sport, etc.)
-Has there been a time in your life where maybe you wandered off
from God for a while? Or maybe you’re still in that place?
-What made you return to God? Why do you think people return to
God? Or why haven’t you been able to return to God? (Guilt/Shame?)
-How did it feel to be found by God before you were a Christian?
-Maybe you grew up in a Christian home so you’ve always been
‘found’… how does it feel to know you’re safe and secure in Jesus?
-How do you think God brings us back home to Himself? (He can
speak to us, he can put special people around us, he uses
opportunities and circumstances for us to see Him, what else?)
-What happens when one of God’s lost sheep return home to Him?
(He rejoices and celebrates!)

Week 2 - A CITY SAVED (0-3)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: Jonah is sent to Nineveh
Scripture: Jonah 1-4
Bottom Line: Jesus loves the unlovable.

Activity
JONAH IN THE BIG FISH

Supplies Needed
• Balloon
• Jonah

template
-Cut out the template of Jonah and • Fins template
put it inside the balloon before
• Permanent marker
blowing it up.
• Craft glue
-Once Jonah is inside, blow up the
balloon and tie it closed.
-Using craft glue, stick on the fins.
-Draw on eyes, gills and whatever
else you like with a permanent
marker.

Small Groups
OPENING DISCUSSION:
-Chat with your group about some of the people in their lives that they
really love or like and why they love these people?
-If one of these people needed your help what would you do?
-Maybe one of your closest friends or family members were sick, what
would you do to help them or make them feel better?
NOW…
-Think about someone you know or maybe even someone you don’t
know that is a very difficult person to love. Maybe they’ve treated you
unkindly? Maybe they’ve been mean to one of your friends?
-Share with your group about someone you may find difficult to love.
(The point of this discussion is not to make anyone look bad or to
gossip about anyone and have a good venting session, it’s purely to
allow kids to see that in life there are going to be people that are more
‘unlovable’ than others.)
-If one of these people needed help, what would you do?
-What if that ‘mean girl/boy’ came to sit next to you in class. How would
you treat him/her?
LOVING THE UNLOVABLE
-Truth is, there are some people who are more difficult to love than
others. Some may seem impossible to love at times.
-What do you think God’s says about this?
LET’S LOOK AT JONAH…
-What challenge did God give Jonah where he had to love the
unlovable? (God sent him to Nineveh to tell the people to turn from
their wicked ways and turn their hearts to God.)
-How would you have felt if you were Jonah?
-From the story, how was Jonah was feeling about it? (Not keen!)
-Chat with your group about how through Jonah’s obedience to love
the unlovable Nineveh, an entire city was saved!
-Chat with them about how this relates to friends or family members
that they are struggling to love as Jesus would have them.
-Pray with your group for strength and courage to love these people.

Week 2 - A CITY SAVED (4-7)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: Jonah is sent to Nineveh
Scripture: Jonah 1-4
Bottom Line: Jesus loves the unlovable

Activity
OCEAN SLIME
OOBLECK
Basic ratio
2 parts corn-starch to 1 Part water
Instructions
1. Pour 2 cups corn-starch into a
bowl.
2. Add 1 cup of water and stir to
combine.
3. Add food colouring to your oobleck
during the mixing stage.

If you put your hand deep into the
bowl of oobleck it will be quite difficult
to pull out. This is kind of like Jonah.
He tried to run away from God but he
got “stuck” in his running away and
was put back on God’s path!

Supplies Needed
• Corn

Starch
• Water
• Blue Food Colouring

Small Groups
OPENING DISCUSSION:
-Chat with your group about the people in their lives that they love and
why they love them. Is it easy to go out of your way to help these
people? Share with them some of the people you love and what you
do to show them you love them or how you g out of your way to help
them.
-Now ask them about those people that are not so easy to love - the
more unlovable people in their lives. Do you they find it easy or even
possible to help and care for these people? Why not?
-These feelings are all completely normal, but we need to realize that
Jesus has called us to live lives that are a different kind of ’normal’.
READ MARK 12:31 “Love your neighbour as yourself”
1. He didn't say like, he said love (Read 1 Corinthians 13)
2. We don’t choose who our neighbours are. It’s everyone from our
best friend to the person who brings us down at school everyday.
BUT HOW??
-Maybe we think, okay Jesus, that’s cool and all for you to say from
your Mighty throne in heaven, but that’s literally impossible.
WELL HEAR THIS...
-Jesus experienced ALL that we are experiencing when it comes to
loving the unlovable.
-Remember the last supper before Jesus was crucified? Well in that
room with Him where the people who would deny Him, betray Him and
desert Him. Despite all that, after the meal, Jesus got up and washed
all their feet. He didn’t just tolerate them or pretend to be nice to them,
He showed them an incredible act of love by washing their feet.
JESUS UNDERSTOOD THIS:
1. We are all created in God’s image. So if we are worthy of love, then
so is everyone else because of the one who made us all.
2. Because of sin, we are all really unlovable but Christ died for us and
showed us the grace and forgives that we needed to be saved
and so we are to do the same for others even when they are not
deserving of it. We weren’t either, that’s for sure!
JONAH’S OBEDIENCE
-What did Jonah’s obedience mean? (An entire city that should have
been destroyed was saved.)
-Who do we need to love in order that they too may be saved?

Week 3 - NO BOUNDARIES (0-3)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: The Corinthian Church gives
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8-9
Bottom Line: Jesus calls us to help beyond what is comfortable to us.

Activity
LOOKING FACES

Supplies Needed
• Picture
• Polystyrene

cups (2 per child)

-Give each child a picture to colour • Craft Glue
in of a face.
• Colouring materials
-Then give each child two small
polystyrene cups to make the
binoculars. Have them draw eyes
on the inside of each cup and then
stick them on the picture of the
face.
-Explain that just as binoculars
enable us to see further than we
usually could, God has called us to
help others that we might not see
at first glance or might not be in
our immediate circle of friends and
family; just like what the Corinthian
church did.

Small Groups
OPENING DISCUSSION:
-Chat with your group about someone they have helped this past week. A
friend? A family member? A teacher?
-In what way did they help them?
-Ask your group about a time when they gave something to someone in
order to help them? Maybe it was their lunch money? Or a pair of their
shoes? Maybe it was a jacket because they saw one of their friends at
school didn’t have one?
-Ask them how they felt giving something that was theirs away?
-Do they find giving to others easy and something they enjoy doing or do
they battle to give when God lays it on their heart?
THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH
RECAP:
The Apostle Paul had been collecting money for a church in Jerusalem that
was really struggling. Remember, the Christians in Jerusalem were severely
persecuted (They were treated badly by those who weren’t Christians - they
were robbed, even killed). This had a major impact on them. But despite all
this, Paul still tells the Corinthian church how generous they were and how
much they were helping others. Paul is now requesting that the Corinthian
Church give to those who are in need as they said that they would. He tells
them about the joy of giving and of how we are all called to work together to
make sure that no one goes without. When someone has plenty, they are to
help those with little and trust that in their time of little, God will provide for
them through someone else.
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THIS STORY?
1. Even when we don’t have much we can still give.
2. God looks at the heart when we give - are our hearts joyful when giving or
do we give just because we have to?
3. Just as the Corinthian Church gave to those in need that they may not
have even known, we too are called to give to those outside of our
immediate circle of friends and family. It’s easy to help those we know
and love, but God is challenging us to love those we may not even
know! That’s love without limits!

Week 3 - NO BOUNDARIES (4-7)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: The Corinthian Church gives
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8-9
Bottom Line: Jesus calls us to help beyond what is comfortable to us.

Activity
3D HAND

Supplies Needed
• Paper
• Colouring

-Give each child a piece of paper
and lay out a whole lot of koki’s
with thick tips on the table.
-Tell them to place their hand
under the paper and to draw
lines over their hand in different
colours; all horizontally.
-The end result will look 3D.
-Explain that just as their hand
looks like it is now jumping out
the page, we too need to ask
God to show us where we can
“jump” out of our comfort zones
and help those we may not have
thought of helping before.

materials (koki’s)

Small Groups
OPENING DISCUSSION:
Present your group with the following 3 scenarios and ask them how they
would respond in each situation and why.
SCENARIO 1
You’re in class and your friend sitting next to you asks if they can borrow a
pen for the day as they left their pencil bag at home. They said they’d give it
back to you at the end of the day and would make sure not to forget their
things tomorrow. What do you do?
SCENARIO 2
It’s break time at school and you’re standing in the tuck shop line waiting to
buy your lunch. You notice the child in front of you is R2 short to be able to
pay for their lunch. You have R20 for lunch that day and you know your food
is only going to cost you R15. What do you do?
SCENARIO 3
For your birthday you received two pairs of your favourite brand shoes. You
asked for both but had no idea you’d get both pairs! You arrive at school for
civvies day and you’re super excited because you get to wear your new
shoes. You can’t decide which pair to wear so you wear the one pair and
pack the other pair in your bag just in case. While walking into school you
notice a kid from a younger grade who is wearing a pair of very broken
shoes and it’s the same ones you’ve seen them wear ever since you can
remember. What do you do?
WHAT’S YOUR LIMIT?
-All of us have a “limit” of how much giving we feel comfortable doing.
Maybe the first two scenarios were easy enough to do, but the last one
really challenged you? Is giving something that comes natural to you or do
you battle giving to others - Especially when it means you might go without?
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THE STORY?
1. Even when we don’t have much we can still give.
2. God doesn't care what or how much we give, what He cared about is
whether we give with a joyful heart or not.
3. We need to help those who may not be in our immediate friends or family
circle. We need to love without any limits or boundaries.

Week 4 - FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISH (0-3)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: The feeding of the 5000
Scripture: John 6:1-15
Bottom Line: Jesus can do a lot with our little.

Activity
GIRLS
Beaded Fish

Supplies Needed
• Pipe

Cleaners
• Beads

-Give each girl a pipe cleaner and
some beads.
-Have them thread on beads to fill
the middle of the pipe cleaner.
-Then twist the pipe cleaner to
form a fish shape as seen in the
picture alongside.
-Explain that this fish serves as a
reminder that God can do a lot
with our little.

GUYS
• Thin dowel rod
Make a miniature fishing rod.
• String’
-Give each boy a small dowel rod, • Small pegs
some string and a small peg.
-Tie the string to the dowel rod
and attach the peg to the end of
the string to make the “hook”.
-Remind them as they do the
activity that God can do a lot with
the little they have.

Small Groups
OPENING DISCUSSION:
Imagine this…
You go to school just like every other day. Your mom has packed you a nice
lunch - nothing too fancy - a sandwich, an apple and a small tub of yogurt.
When lunch time comes, you notice that for some strange reason, no one
else got lunch packed in for them that day. Next thing, your teacher comes to
you and asks if you’d be able to share your lunch with the rest of your class.
You immediately think your teacher is mad and there is no way you could
possibly share your lunch with more 2 others if you were all to feel a little but
full. Your teacher insists and so you hand her your lunchbox…
Does this scenario remind you a bit about the story we learnt about
today?
-Thinking back to the scenario I just told you, how do you think the boy with
the 5 loaves and 2 fish would have felt when he was asked to share his lunch
with over 5000 people?
-Do you think he had any idea about the miracle God was going to do with his
lunch?
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THIS STORY?
-Do you ever feel like maybe you don’t have anything to give?
-Chat with your group about the things they have that they could give. It’s not
all about money and material things. Take a look at the following examples
(And think of any others that your group could relate to):
• Washing your neighbours car
• Helping someone in class one afternoon with their homework if they’re
struggling?
• Picking some flowers in your garden for your teacher who is sick in hospital
and taking them to her.
• Sharing your lunch money.
• Buying a chocolate for someone for no other reason than just to bless them.
-Remember, God can do A LOT with our little, it just takes us giving Him our
little to he can multiply it into someone big.
-Our small acts of kindness can go a long way and can bless someone more
than we ever imagined!
-End off by sharing a story with your group about a time you were only able to
give a little but God used it in a BIG way!

Week 4 - FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISH (4-7)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: The feeding of the 5000
Scripture: John 6:1-15
Bottom Line: Jesus can do a lot with our little.

Activity
GIRLS
Beaded Fish

Supplies Needed
• Pipe

Cleaners
• Beads

-Give each girl a pipe cleaner and
some beads.
-Have them thread on beads to fill the
middle of the pipe cleaner.
-Then twist the pipe cleaner to form a
fish shape as seen in the picture
alongside.
-Explain that this fish serves as a
reminder that God can do a lot with
our little.

GUYS
• Thin dowel rod
Make a miniature fishing rod.
• String’
-Give each boy a small dowel rod,
• Small pegs
some string and a small peg.
-Tie the string to the dowel rod and
attach the peg to the end of the string
to make the “hook”.
-Remind them as they do the activity
that God can do a lot with the little
they have.

Small Groups
OPENING DISCUSSION:
Imagine this…
You go to school as you would every other day. Your bag is packed,
you have a yummy lunch waiting for you - it’s left over pizza from last
night’s dinner - and so you can’t wait to tuck into it when that bell rings
for break time. Well, that’s what you thought until you got to break and
realized that for some strange reason, no one had been given lunch
that day. Next thing, your teacher comes to you and asks if you could
share your lunch with the rest of the class. First of all you’re thinking,
“No ways, this is pizza Sir! I’ve been looking forward to this since
breakfast this morning” and secondly, “Are you crazy?! How will 6
slices of pizza feed the entire class?”
Doesn’t this story sound familiar to the one we did today?
-How do you think the boy in the story felt when they asked for his
lunch?
-Do you think he had any idea what incredible miracle Jesus was
going to do with his small lunch of five loaves and two fish?
A LOT WITH OUR LITTLE
-Do you ever get stuck at the part where you’re like, okay I’m keen to
give, but WHAT do I have that is actually give-worthy?
-Maybe you’re thinking I don’t get pocket money, my family is
struggling financially and I’m too busy to actually help anyone?
-Spend time chatting with your group about ways in which they can
help and love others with the “little” that they have.
Maybe some of the following examples can give them some ideas:
• You could spend an afternoon helping someone with a subject
they’re struggling with.
• You could offer to wash a family members car.
• You could offer to clean an elderly persons house or maybe even
help in their garden.
• You could save up some of your pocket money or find a way to make
some extra money to help buy the cleaner at school new shoes.
-We don’t need much. We just need to give what we have with the
right attitude and trust God to multiply it! We will never know the farreaching effects of helping someone in even the smallest way.

Week 5 - GOD LOOKS AT THE HEART (0-3)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: The widow gives all she has
Scripture: Luke 21:1-4
Bottom Line: Jesus isn’t interested in how much we give, He cares about the
attitude of our heart when we give.

Activity
COIN CROSS
-Each child will need two popsicle
sticks and a few coins.
-Using the popsicle sticks, create a
cross shape and glue them together
where they meet.
-Once dry, stick a few coins on the
cross to remind them of the story we
did today.

Supplies Needed
• Popsicle

sticks
• Coins (Fake or real)
• Craft glue

Small Groups
OBJECT LESSON
You will need to prepare this beforehand:
-Choose a variety of different containers that hold specific contents. (Eg.
Tomato sauce, mustard, salt, milk, etc)
-Empty out all the contents and place them in a different container to what
would be expected.
(Eg. You could fill the milk jug with tomato sauce and put the tomato sauce in
the mustard bottle. Just make sure the containers aren't clear so kids can’t
see inside them.)
-Ask kids to each pick a container and ask them what they would expect to
come out of it.
-Then have them squirt or pour whatever they have out on a plate in front of
them.
-They will probably look very confused!
-Explain to them that the outside of something can sometimes be very
deceiving.
THE WIDOW VS THE RICH
-How do you think the object lessons explains the story we learnt about the
widow today? (The rich men may have appeared to be giving more and it
may have seemed as though the widow barely gave anything, but we know
that in God’s eyes, it was the woman who in fact gave the most and the rich
people who gave very little.)
-Why is this? (God looks at the heart - the widow gave with a true and pure
heart; giving all she had, whereas the rich people gave only to make
themselves look good.)
KEEP YOUR HEART PURE AND TRUE…
-Why do we give? (God has called us to give to others)
-When we give, who are we actually giving to? (God)
-Do we give to make ourselves look good to others? (No)
-Should we go around telling everyone when we have helped someone? (No)
-Chat with your group about how when we give it should come from a pure
heart that truly wants to obey God and help others. It’s not to make ourselves
look good or to impress anyone.

Week 5 - GOD LOOKS AT THE HEART (4-7)
Memory Verse: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” John
15:12

Story: The widow gives all she has.
Scripture: Luke 21:1-4
Bottom Line: Jesus isn’t interested in how much we give, He cares about the
attitude of our heart when we give.

Activity
COIN CROSS
-Each child will need two popsicle
sticks and a few coins.
-Using the popsicle sticks, create a
cross shape and glue them together
where they meet.
-Once dry, stick a few coins on the
cross to remind them of the story we
did today.

Supplies Needed
• Popsicle

sticks
• Coins (Fake or real)
• Craft glue

Small Groups
OBJECT LESSON
You will need to prepare this beforehand:
-Choose a variety of different containers that hold specific contents.
(Eg. Tomato sauce, mustard, salt, milk, etc)
-Empty out all the contents and place them in a different container to
what would be expected.
(Eg. You could fill the milk jug with tomato sauce and put the tomato
sauce in the mustard bottle. Just make sure the containers aren't clear
so kids can’t see inside them.)
-Ask kids to each pick a container and ask them what they would
expect to come out of it.
-Then have them squirt or pour whatever they have out on a plate in
front of them.
-They will probably look very confused!
-Explain to them that the outside of something can sometimes be very
deceiving.
THE WIDOW VS THE RICH
-How do you think the object lessons explains the story we learnt
about the widow today? (The rich men may have appeared to be
giving more and it may have seemed as though the widow barely gave
anything, but we know that in God’s eyes, it was the woman who in
fact gave the most and the rich people who gave very little.)
-Why is this? (God looks at the heart - the widow gave with a true and
pure heart; giving all she had, whereas the rich people gave only to
make themselves look good.)
READ MATTHEW 6:3-4
“But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”
-Chat with your group about what this scripture means to them and
what this says about how we should give. We don’t give to make
ourselves look good or to impress anyone, we give from a heart that
truly wants to obey God and help those around us.

